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The Elusive Origins of the Serenity Prayer 

For many years, long after the Serenity Prayer became 
attached to the very fabric of the Fellowship's life and 
thought, its exact origin, its actual author, have played 
a tantalizing game of hide and seek with researchers, 
both in and out of A.A. The facts of how it came to be 
used by A.A. a half century ago, are much easier to 
pinpoint . 

Early in 1942, vvrites Bill W., in AA. Comes of Age, 
a New York member,jack, brought to everyone's atten
tion a caption in a routine New York Hemlcl Tribune 
obituary that read: 

God grant us the serenity to accept 
the things we cannot change, 
cow-age to change the things we can, 
and wisdom to know the difference. 
Everyone in A.A.'s burgeoning office on Manhattan's 

Vesey Street was struck by the power and WJsdom 
contained in the prayer's thoughts. "Never had we seen 
so much A.A. in so few words," Bill writes. Someone 
suggested that the prayer be prtnted on a small, wallet
sized card, to be included in every piece of outgoing 
mail. Ruth Hock, the Fellowship's first (and nonalco
holic) secretary, contacted HenryS., a Washington D.C. 
member, and a professional printer, asking him what 
it would cost to order a bulk printing. 

Henry's enthusiastic response was to print 500 coptes 
of the prayer, with the remark: «Incidentally, I am only 
a heel when I'm drunk ... so naturally, there could be 
no charge for anything of this nature." 

"With amazing speed," writes Bill, "the Serenity 
Prayer came into general use and took its place alongside 
our two other favorites, the Lord's Prayer and the Prayer 
of St. Francis." 

Thus did the "accidental" noticing of an unattributed 
prayer, printed alongside a simple obitua1y of an un
known individual, open the way toward the prayer's 
daily use by thousands upon thousands of A.A.s 
worldwide. 

But despite years of research by numerous individu
als, the exact origin of the prayer is shrouded in overlays 
of history, even mystery. Moreover, eve1y time a re
searcher appears to uncover the definitive source, 
another one crops up to refute the former's claim, at 

the same time that it raises new, intriguing facts . 
What is undisputed is the claim of authorship by the 

theologian Or. Rheinhold Niebuhr, who recounted to 
interviewers on several occasions that he had written 
the prayer as a "tag line" to a sermon he had delivered 
on Practical Christianity. Yet even Dr. Niebuhr added 
at least a touch of doubt to his claim, when he told one 
interviewer, "Of course, it may helVe been spooking 
around for years, even centuries, but I don't think so. I 
honestly do believe that I wrote it myself." 

Early in World War II, with Dr. Niebuhr's permission, 
the prayer was printed on cards and distributed to the 
troops by the U.S.O. By then it had also been reprinted 
by the National Council of Churches, as well as Alcohol
ics Anonymous. 

Dr. Niebuhr was quite accurate in suggesting that 
the prayer may have been "spooking around'' for cen
turies. "No one can tell for sure who frrst wrote the 
Serenity Prayer," wTites Bill in A.A. Comes of Age. "Some 
say it came from the early Greeks; others think it was 
from the pen of an anonymous English poet; still others 
clatm it was written by an American Naval officer ... . " 
Other attributions have gone as far afield as ancient 
Sanskrit texts, Aristotle, St. Augustine, St. Thomas 
Aquinas and Spinoza. One A.A. member came across 
the Roman philosopher Cicero's Six Mistakes of Man, 
one of which reads: "The tendency to worry about things 

This display, in the reception area at G.S.O., 
presents the Seremty Prayer in 2i Ztanguages_ 
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that cannot be changed or corrected." 
No one has actually found the prayer's text among 

the writings of these alleged, original sources. What are 
probably truly ancient, as with the above quote from 
Cicero, are the prayer's themes of acceptance, courage 
to change what can be changed and the free letting go 
of what is out of one's ability to change. 

The search for pinpointing origins of the prayer has 
been hke the peeling of an onion. For example, in july 
1964, the A.A. Grapevine received a clipping of an article 
that had appeared in the Paris Herald Tribune, by the 
paper's correspondent in Koblenz, then in West Ger
many. "In a rather dreary hall of a converted hotel, 
overlooking th.e Rhine at Koblenz,," the correspondent 
wrote, " . .. is a tablet inscribed with the following 
words: 

'God give me the detachment to accep t those things 
I cannot alter; the courage to alter those things I can 
alter; and the ·wisdom to distinguish the one thing 
from the other.' " 
These words were attributed, the correspondent 

wrote, to an 18th century pietiSt, Friedrich Oetinger 
(1702-1782). Moreover, the plaque was affixed to a wall 
in a hall where modern day troops and company com
manders of the new German army were trained "in the 
princip1es of management and . . . behavior of the 
soldier citizen m a rlemocratic state." 

Here, at last, thought A.A. researchers, was concrete 
evidence-quote, author, date-of the Serenity Prayer's 
origtnal source. That conviction went unchallenged for 
fifteen years. Then in 1979 came material, shared with 
G.S.O.'s Beth K., by Peter T., of Berlin. Peter's research 
threw the authenticity of 18th century authorship out 
the window. But it also added more tantalizing facts 
about the plaque's origin. 

"The first form of the prayer," Beth wrote back, 
origmated with Boethius, the Roman philosopher ( 480-
524 A.D.), and author of the book, Consolations of 
Philosophy. The prayer's thoughts were used from then 
on by "religious-like people who had to suffer first by 
the English, later the Prussian puritans ... then the 
Pietists from southwest Germany ... then A.A.s ... 
and through them, the West Germans after the Second 
World War.r 
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Moreover, Beth continued, after the war, a north 
German university professor , Dr. Theodor Wilhelm, 
who had started a revival of spiritual life in West Ger
many, had acqutred the "little prayer" from Canadian 
soldiers. He had wntten a book in which he had included 
the prayer, without attribution, but which resulted in 
the prayer's appearance in many different places, such 
as army officer's halls, schools and other institutions. 
The professor's nom de plume? Friedrich Oetinger, the 
18th century pietist! Wilhelm had apparently selected 
the pseudonym Oetmger out of admiration of his south 
German forebears. 

Back in 1957, another G.S.O. staff member, Anita R. , 
browsing in a New York bookstore, came upon a beau
tifully bordered card, on which was printed: 

"Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, give us Serenity 
to accept what cannot be changed, Courage to change 
what should be changed, and Wisdom to know the 
one from the other; through Jesus Christ, our Lord." 

The card, which came from a bookshop in England, 
called it the "General's Prayer," dating it back to the 
fourteenth centwy! 

There are still other claims, and no doubt more 
unearthings w ill continue for years to come. In any 
event, Mrs. Reinhold Niebuhr told an interviewer tha t 
her husband was definitely the prayer's author, that she 
had seen the piece of paper on which he had written 
it, and that her husband- now that there were numer
ous variations of wording- "used and preferred" the 
following form: 

"God, give us grace to accept with seremty the things 
that cannot be changed, 
Courage to change the things which should be 
changed, 
and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the 
other." 
While all ofthese searchings are intriguing, challeng

ing, even mysterious, they pale in significance when 
compared to the fac t that, for fifty years, the praye1: has 
become so deeply imbedded into the heart and soul of 
A.A. thinking, living, as well as its philosophy, that one 
could almost believe that the prayer originated in the 
A.A. experience itself. 

Bill made this very point years ago, in thanking an 
A.A. friend for the plaque upon which the prayer was 
inscribed: "In creating A.A., the Serenity Prayer has 
been a most valuable building block- indeed a corner
stone." 

And speaking of cornerstones, and mysteries and 
"coiucidences"-thc building where G.S.O. is now lo
cated borders on a stretch of'New York City's 120th St., 
between Riverside Drive and · Broadway (where the 
Union Theological Scmmary is situated). It's called 
Reinhold Niebuhr Place. · 

E 

' t 

I 
i 
! 

~ 
! 

! 
! 

r 

I 
~ 
! 

I 
r 
! 

I 
~ 
' 
~ 
! 

! 
I 

I 
~ 
! 

I 
i 
' i 
i 

I 
i 
' ' 
~ 
! 

I 
' I 
' ! 
i 
! 

I 
' I 
I 
f 

! 
! 



Northern Virginia 
Puts Big Books in Libraries 

"The way our area groups responded to a need is one 
of those wonderful service stories that I shall always 
cherjsh," says Die B., Public Information Committee 
chairperson, the Northern Virginia Intergroup in Spring
field. " It makes me feel proud to be a part of this 
wonderful Fellowship." 

Early in 1991, Die recalls, "the P.l. committee con· 
ducted an informal survey of our 34 public libraries 
comprising six main systems, and what a shock. Some 
systems actually had less than half a Big Book per 
library, and it was obvious that more were needed. 

"Our initial 1dea was to include Big Books in all 
available languages so that a cross-section of the public 
could have access to A.A.'s message of hope and recov
ery. But when we contacted the librarians, they said 
they were interested only in one existent foreign-lan
guage edition: Spanish. A quick calculation showed that 
for about $40, we could contribute eight Big Books to 
each library-four in English, three in Spanish, and one 
English large-print edition. The plan seemed great, but 
the P.I . budget could cover only a small part ofthe total 
cost, which was approximately $1,360. Where would 
the rest come from ?" 

Unfazed, the P.I. commit tee decided to approach the 
groups with a request for $40 from each. "We prepared 
a letter explaining the Library Big Book Project," Die 
explains, "and distributed it at the Northern Virginia 
Intergroup meeting to intergroup representatives and 
the 11 district committee members. 

"The response was overwhelming. Not all groups 
were in a position to donate the full $40, but they gave 
what they could. A total of 39 individual groups and 
two districts contributed anywhere from $18.40 to $45 
each. The total collection exceeded the $1,360 needed 
by $177-extra funds that have enabled us to give two 
copies of Living Sober to each library in addition to the 
Big Books." 

In the course of distributing books to the various 
library systems, Die explains, "we would arrange to 
make a formal presentation at a meeting of the Library 
Board. Invariably, we were warmly received. We also 
furnished an A.A. information kit to help the board 
prepare a press release announcmg the contribution. In 
a typical release, the Fairfax County Public Libra1y 
Administration stated: 'We are very happy to have this 
important donation. The Northern Virginia Intergroup 
of Alcoholics Anonymous has performed a real service 
for the Library and its branches, as well as for the 
residents of Fairfax County.' The release notes that the 
Library 'respects the individual's right to privacy and 
keeps all patrons' records confidential.' " 

New Tntstees 
and Directors 

Elaine M. j ohnson, Ph.D., has been approved by the 
General Service Board, at their May meeting, as new 
Class A (nonalcoholic) trustee. "Alcoholics Anonymous 
is a world renowned organization whose success rate 
is unparalleled," Elaine said. "Therefore, for me, there 
is no greater personal honor than my selection as a Class 
A trustee. I am most apprecta tive to the Conference for 
granting me this trust which I will honor to the utmost 
of my ability. " Elaine is acting admmistrator of the 
Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration 
in Washington; she replaced j oan jackson, Ph.D. , who 
rota ted in May. Class A trustees may serve three three
year terms. 

Blaine M.johnscm, Ph.D. 

The new West Central regional trustee (Class B, 
alcoholic) is Les L., of Scottsbluff, Nebraska, who is 
replacing Don B. A former Panel 30 delegate, Les is 
sober over 25 years and "would not be alive today were 
it not for A.A. I see being a trustee as another expansion 
of service." 

Gerry F., new Western canada regional trustee, says 
he sees the focus of the job of trustee as "just passing 
on A.A. to the next generation." Gerry, a Panel 38 
delegate, is from Humboldt, Saska tchewan, and re
places Phil C. 

Fran P., of Spokane, Washington, was elected general 
service trustee, after serving four years as a Grapevine 
director. Fran, the first general service trustee from 
outside the New York City area, fondly remembers the 
words of his first sponsor, "Sobriety can be found in the 
Steps; deep joy is found in service." A Panel27 deleg:~te, 
Fran has served on the trustees' Literature and lnterna-
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tional Committees during his time as a director. 
The two newly elected non trustee directors are: Peter 

B., of Arlington, Virginia, who will serve on theA.A.W.S. 
Board; Francine W., of New York City, will be a new 
director on the Grapevine Corporate Board. 

Computerized Birthday 
Plan Discontinued 

In keeping with the group conscience, as expressed bj 
A.A.'s 42nd General Service Conference, the new com
putennonitored Happy Birthday Contribution Plan, 
instituted in 1991, is being discontinued. 

The Conference Finance Committee recommended 
to the Conference that the Plan be discontinued im· 
mediately and that any data base of A.A. members' 
names, addresses, and sobriety dates that may have 
been created, be destroyed. This recommendation was 
accept by the entire Conference, resulting in an Advisory 
Action. The Conference felt that A.A.s do not need to 
be reminded of their A.A. birthdays; tha t we ought not 
create a data base of sobriety dates; and that there 
already are individual contribution plans in existence. 

We are grateful to all who wrote in to place their 
names on the Birthday Plan (which generated an addi
tional $8,000 in individual contributions) to celebrate 
their sobriety by carrying the A.A. message. The discon
tinuation of the computer-monitored A.A. Birthday 
Plan does not mean, of course, that you cannot contlnue 
to contribute to G.S.O.'s traditional birthday plan. 

Grapevine Index 
Now Available 

Since june 1944 when the first issue of an eight-page 
newsletter called the Grapevine came off press, A.A.'s 
"meeting in print" has published more than ten 
thousand articles and letters sharing the ~xperience, 
strength, and hope of individual A.A. members. Many 
readers use the Grapevine as a source of background 
information for service workshops or discussion meet
ings, and the history-minded find in the magazine a 
wealth of material available nowhere else. Yet w1til very 
recently, it has not always been possible for present-day 
alcoholics to search out what their counterparts in the 
1950s wrote about, say, anonymity or resentments, or 
to look at meeting formats and customs from the '40s. 

With the publication in May of a comprehensive 
Index to Grapevine articles from the first issue through 
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the end of 1990, such a search. has become far easier. 
The Index has been over two years in preparation, 
starting in]anumy 1989 when the Grapevine Corporate 
Board voted to set aside enough money to fund this 
long-needed and often-requested service to the Fellow_ 
ship. A professional indexer was hired, and worked 
closely with the editorial staff to bring the prqject to 
fruition. 

The 330 page Index is available in sot1 cover at a cost 
of$40.00. Supplements will be published each year, and 
the entire Index will be updated periodically. 

Have You Hugged 
Your G.S.R. Today? 

"When I was a new General Service Representative and 
walked into my first district meeting, I felt as I did at 
my first A.A. meeting-shy, out-of-it and a bit negative. 
But then someone asked if there were any newcomers 
and I got the chance to introduce myself. After the 
meeting, a small group of us went out for coffee and 
conversation. Some ofthe discussion I had heard came 
mto focus, and I began the process of making new 
friends with whom I had a common bond in service as 
well as m recovery from alcoholism." 

Writing in CNCA Comments, the newsletter of the 
California Northern Coastal Area, Bob K. continues: 
"One of the problems in service work is that, outside 
of the business-meeting setting, we tend not to see each 
other. That's what the 'meeting after the meeting' is all 
about. If I cannot see you at a regular A.A. meeting, I 
need to find another way to get in touch with the hwnan 
side of you and to show the human in me." 

Bob, who has served as a D.C.M. (district corrunjttee 
member) and presently chairs his district's Committee 
on Cooperation With the Professional Community, notes 
that "there has been much talk about why we lose so 
many G.S.R.s. I stayed in general service at the begtnning 
because I really felt the people there cared about me. 
They went out of their way to let me know it, and they 
talked vvith as much interest about The A.A. Service 
Manual/Twelve Concepts for Worl.d Service as they did 
about the Twelve Steps and the Big Book." 

Being an officer entails a good deal of responsibility 
and homework. "In my experience," Bob notes, "thejob 
of G.S.R. was sometimes lonely, and it was the loving 
reinforcement, or sponsorship, 1 received that kept me 
from getting discouraged and straying away. In turn, I 
have tried to pass on to newer service workers some of 
the love I was given. It's my way of takmg a Twelfth 
Step to the Fellowship's future.'' 



Native Canadians Embrace 
A.A. Life with Some Help 
From Their Friends 

On Moose factory, an island at the bottom of James 
Bay in the heart of Eastern Canada, a small community 
of about 1,200 Native North Americans is making A.A.'s 
program of recovery its own with some help from 
neighboring friends. 

It all started early last year when Northeast Ontario 
delegate Scotty MeL. was updating g..·oup records. Not
ing that the Moose Factory Group hadn't been contacted 
stnce 1985, he decided to make the Jongjourney to the 
island from his home in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontar io-and, 
with the blessing and financial support of his area 
i:lssembly, set in motion a Twelfth Step experience he 
won't forget. 

After making the arduous trip by plane and helicop
ter, Scotty "connected wilh Earl C., an A.A. membe1 
who also serves as the crisis worker at a local alcohol 
abuse center. We talked a t length about Moose Factory 
and the natives' ways and beliefs. Earl traces his family 
back to the 16th century, although most of their native 
customs have disappeared. Some of the elders still speak 
Cree, but most of them communicate in English. 

"As Earl explained, most of the A.A.s were out of a 
treatment center a good 500 mtles away. They would 
come home knowing that they needed A.A. but fog,_e;y 
about how the program and its meetings work. Litera
ture was at a premium." 

Just hours after his arrival, Scotty relates, "we had 
an A.A. meeting. Our immediate past delegate Hazel 
K. was the speaker and I served as chair. Earl shared 
that for several months he had been the only person in 
attendance1 he kept listening to Big Book and Twelve 
and Twelve tapes from G.S.O. and waitmg for someone 
else to come. Word traveled ond soon there were five 
more people on hand. 

"Several of the members asked us to expla in dealing 
with anger, greed, jealousy and resentment. Others had 
gone as far as Step Five in treatment and now wanted 
to know, 'How do you work the whole Twelve Steps of 
A.A.?' They were eager for information about sponsor
ship, G.S.O., and anything else concerning the Fellow
ship." 

During the course of his week-long visit, Scotty shared 
the A.A. message with high school students, joined in 
the festivtties of Drummers and Native Dancers Night, 
and set up a display of A.A. literature, books and infor
mation at a health fail' in the community center. "Much 
of my Twelfth Step work was done around that table," 
he says, "and it continued while I ate supper at Moose 
Factory's only restaurant. I fow1d a table off in the 
corner, but guess I wasn't meant to eat alone. Five 

nurses came over, and they expressed sadness for the 
many drunks who kept stumbling through the hospital's 
revolving door. One of them asked me, 'How does A.A. 
happen? What do you do?' 

"At a subsequent meeting, we came up with the idea 
of having two A.A. members visit the hospital every 
day, and to hold a monthly informational meeting 
about wha t A.A. is and isn't. We also launched a spon
sorship meeting in a member's kitchen that is now 
well-attended." 

Since his visit to Moose factory, Scotty has stayed in 
constant communication with Earl; he also sponsors 
another native canadtan who can't read. The fellow 
picks the number of a page in the Big Book, and they 
discuss the contents during phone ~ls that may last 
an hour or more. 

"This past May," Scotty reports, "we held an A.A. 
roundup, the first of many to come, I hope, in Moo.sonee, 
about 200 miles up the boy fi·om Moose Factory. We 
were welcomed with open arms by all the native people 
who believe in A.A. and want more ofihn their lives. 

"The message is simple and it works. The love and 
caring are there and the meeting starts at 7 p.m. with 
the Big Book on the table and the coffee pot hot. We've 
helped a little and will keep it up. The native A.A.s 
themselves feel sure that, with the help of the Higher 
Power, they can do the rest." 

New From G.S.O. 

• Final Conference Report (M-23) . Detailed report ofthe 
42nd General Service Conference, including presenta
tions; board reports; G.S.O. and Grapevme staff reports; 
and financial statements. Confidential; for A.A. mem
bers only. $2.00. 
• Hungarian pamphlets: "Is A.A. for You?" (~-4) .75; 
"44 Questions" (SJ-12) $2.35; "Letter to a Woman Alco
holic.'' (SJ-14) $1.95. 

20% sales discount applies to each of the above. 

Twelfth A.A. 
World Service Meeting 

"Service: Everyone's Privilege" will be the theme of the 
twelfth World Service Meeting, which will meet in New 
York City, October 25-29. Held every two years, the 
meeting location alternates between New York and a 
country selected by a site-selection committee. Approx
imately 40 delegates from 25 countries are expected. 
The primary purpose of the World Service Meeting is to 
carry the message to all alcoholics- wherever they may 
be; whatever language they speak. 
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Among the many presentation/discussion and work
shop topics throughout the week are: How Does "l Am 
Responsible" Work in Your Country?; Communication 
Between Countries; The Spiritual Value of Giving (Power 
of the Purse); The Spiritual Aspects of the Twelve Con
cepts; and reports on European and Ibero-American 
Service meetings. 

How A.A. 
Chooses Some of 
Its Most TIUsted Servants 

How does A.A. select its nontrustee directors and ap
pointed committee members oft he 11 standing trustees' 
committees? How can prospective candidates make 
their willingness to serve known? And what do those 
who have served in this capacity feel about this phase 
of their A.A. service experience? 

f or many members, these and other questions sur
round what are among A.A.'s most pivotal, and least 
talked-about, volunteer jobs. Speaking of A.A.'s non trus
tee committee mem bers and corporate service directors, 
along with its managers and staff members, Bill W. 
observes 111 Concept XI: "Their quality and dedication, 
or their lack of these characteristics, will make or break 
our structure of service. Our final dependency on them 
will always be great indeed." 

Guidelines describing how A.A. chooses appointed 
committee members and directors for A.A. World Ser
vices and the Grapevine can be found in The A.A. Service 
M anual. Candidates are drawn from resumes on file; 
recommendations from past and present trustees, direc
tors, delegates, G.S.O. and Grapevine staffs. Some of 
the criteria considered for the four-year terms of office: 
length· of sobriety, A.A. service experience and dedica
tion; and special qualifications. 

jacques F. of Pointe Clatre, Queb ec, Canada, with 
long experience in comm unications and marketing, is 
a m ember of the trustees' Public Information Commit
tee. "Over the past decade, my sobriety and service have 
gone hand-in-hand," he relates. "When our delega te and 
trustee for Eastern Canada received a letter from G.S.O. 
asking for suggested candida tes, they thought of me. I 
filled out an application and here lam." 

At his first P.l. Committee meeting, Jacques recalls, 
"I looked at my fellow mem bers. Counting the eight of 
us, plus the trustee chairperson and G.S.O. staff member 
serving as secretary, there were about 200 years of 
sobriety gathe1·ed around the table. I'm finding it a great 
privilege, menta lly and spiritua lly, to work with this 
wonderful group of people on behalf of A.A." 
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Newly appointed A.A.W.S. director Peter B. of Ar
lington, Virginia, bas served on the trustees' Committee 
on Cooper·ation With the Professional Community and 
is a professional in the field of alcoholism. In view of 
the changes occurring in A.A., such as the greater 
numbers of mem~rs coming in after treatment with 
a therapist, counselor , court or institution, "the work 
of the C.P.C. Committee is increasingly important," 
Peter points out. "If we are to carry a consistent and 
accurate message on how A.A. can cooperate but not 
affiliate with the professional community, we need to 
fully support our committees at the local level where 
the work gets done." 

Like Canada's jacques F., Terry L. of Bloomington, 
Minnesota, became a trustees' committee member after 
referral by his area delegate. As a past chairperson of 
the Southern Minnesota Treatment Facilities Commit
tee, he has long been active in the area 's Bridge the Gap 
program. He hopes that w orking on the trustees' T.F. 
Committee will help to further his vision of a vast A.A. 
volunteer network. 

Terry says he is mindful of his responsibility to A.A. 
"When l think about the drunk I was 16 years ago and 
where l am now in sobriety," he muses, "I'm amazed 
and grateful. The least l can do is to try to give back 
some of what I've been given." 

In a similar vein, Olga M. of Friendswood, Texas, a 
recently rotated member of the trustees' Correctional 
Facilities Committee, observes that she "did things 
drinkmg I probably should have been locked up for but 
wasn't. Today, ifl can use those experiences to touch 
just one person with the A.A. message of sobriety, love 
and hope, that's vvha.t counts." 

Speaking from the vantage of 25 years' experience as 
an A.A. volunteer in correctional facilities, Olga says 
that serving on the trustees' C.F. Committee "allowed 
me to be more knowledgeable about the General Service 
Conference and the entire Fellowship." 

Another recent member of the trustees' C.F. Commit
tee who, like Olga, served from 1988- 1992, is Oenms 
R. of Freehold, New j ersey. " J feel like I'm related to 
everyone I served with on the committee," he says. "My 
sponsor, Sonny]., suggested me for the committee, and 
he taught me to see my work on it as an extension of 
my A.A. Twelfth-Stepping. 

"I am committed to taking two meetings a week, 
one into the local prison and the other into our county 
jail. Fortunately my wife, Connie, has never objected to 
my serving my A.A. commitments, no matter how time
consuming." 

He grms. "Connie's an angel, very understanding and 
supportive. And I'm in A.A. trying to be just like her." 

' 
i 
i 

I 
~ 
' l 
: 
j 

~ 
i 

! 
! 
! 
~ 

I 

' 
I 
: 

j 
i 
r 
! 

I 
I 
I 
; 
i 

I 
: 
! 
' l 
! 

I 
' ~ 

I 
I 

I 
i 
i 
' ! 
! 
r 
! 
! 
' 
j 
! 
i 

I 
: 

I 

I 



Welcome to the General SeiM/ice Office. Be8,inning top lift we enter the reception area on the 11th floor. Man)J 
visitors are well-acquainted with lVlw~eje Janicek, a nonalcoholic, who has been greeting visitors, giving tours and 
selling literature for man)J )Jears. Proceeding clockwise, the modular work stations in the staff assistants' area are 
similar to the work areas in the records, files and accounting departments; Wilma joseph (nonalcoholic), supervi~or 
of the files department; the A.A. archives; assembling orders in our mail room; Macleline]ordan (nonalcoholic), secretary 
to the A.A.W.S. Board; a G.S.O. staff member's office. Since moving da)J, March 23, more than 500 A.A. members and 
friends have visited us. We hope )JOU will tool 
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Seventh Central Office/ 
Intergroup Seminar 

East Valley Intergroup, Mesa, Anzona, will host the 
seventh annual Intergroup/A.A.W.S. Seminar, Sep
tember 18-20, 1992, at the Hilton Pavilion. 

This will be the first year that the Intergroups have 
organized and taken full responsibility for the Seminar. 
A few A.A.W.S. directors and G.S.O. staff will attend 
the weekend of sharing to answer questions and provide 
information as needed. There will be many workshops, 
general meetings and sharing sessions; a surprise event 
is scheduled for Saturday evemng. 

It is hoped that as many intergroups as possible will 
be represented. To keep things at a manageable si7.e it 
is suggested that one person- manager and/or person
nel or committee member-from each office attend. 

Registration fee for the Seminar is $15, whtch will 
defray the cost of p rinting and mailing material. In 
order to guarantee a room at the special-event rate 
reservations should be made by August 17. Write or 
call: Hilton Pavilion, 1011 W. Holmes Ave., Mesa, AZ 
85210. Tel: 1-800-544-5866. 

"We are trying to find a way (or every intergroup to 
participate," says Dave F., manager of East Valley Inter_ 
group. "Participation should be based on willingness 
rather than financial resource. Ifyou can get there we 
will expend every effort to find a place for you to stay. 
The more participation we have, the better our experi
ence will be." 

For m ore information, or to register: East Valley 
Intergroup, 137 S. MacDonald, Suite #33, Mesa, AZ 
85210. Tel: (602) 834-9033. 

C.P.C. 

Take a Professional 
To Lunch-or to 
A Presentation 

A.A.s in service are always thinking up effective ways 
to carry the message to our professional friends, who 
often are first to help the suffering alcoholic. Now, from 
Missouri and Washington State, come heartwarming 
success stories that their respective committees on Coop
eration With the Professional Community are pleased 
to share. 

"Months of preparation, a lot of anticipation, some 
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perspiration and a little procrastination went into our 
first presentation to the public," writes Jeanne E., secret
ary of the Warren County C.P.C. Committee in Eastern 
Missouri. "We moved forward one step at a time, one 
meeting at a time. We mailed invitations, gathered 
literature, read pamphlets on addressing non-A.A. 
meetings, and chose speakers and greeters. We gained 
valuable experience and a deep sense of purpose as we 
worked together and separately." 

Finally, the big night arrived. Jim chaired the presen
tation, which included a non-A.A. view of the effects 
of alcoholi..'lm by a member of the clergy; a talk by 
Jeanne about women in A.A.; and a question/answer 
period followed by refreshments. "The event was well 
attended and the feedback afterward was great," Jeanne 
reports. "We were wishing it would last all night." 

Up north in Tacoma, Washmgton, the local C.P.C. 
committee also has been bu~y reaching out to profes
sionals. Their most rec~n t effort, called "Take a Profes
sional to Lunch," has been a resounding success. Says 
lVtike B. , who chairs the Washington Area C.P.C. Com
mittee West and recently sat in at a Tacoma C.P.C. 
luncheon for members of the clergy: "Our entire area 
is really running with the concept, but this deserves to 
be singled out because it was especially well-planned 
and carried out." 

Describing how the program works, he explains that 
the local committee "targets a specific group of profes
sionals to invite; then arranges for a restaurant capable 
of seating 50 to 100 people and serving a luncheon for 
$7-$10 per person. The method of payment varies from 
district to district. The Tacoma members, for example, 
footed the bill for their own lunches, while the district 
C.P.C. committee took care of the guests." 

When he arrived for the luncheon, Mike relates, "I 
was impressed with the warmth of the group and the 
sound of their laughter. These people were comfortable 
and obviously interested in what was to happen." Im
mediately following lunch, three A.A.s conducted the 
equivalent of an open m eeting, he notes, "and when 
they had finished, I saw some guests wiping away their 
tears. 

"Then three nonalcoholic members of the clergy 
spoke. One, a minister who runs the 'Night Watch' 
program in Tacoma, spends four hours each night 
between the hours oflO p.m. and 2 a.m. with the street 
people in the roughest areas of town. As he talked, he 
seemed to be addressing his colleagues, but we A.A.s 
also felt the power of his words. He said that we have 
to go to these people. We have to sit with them on the 
sidewalks. We can't stand over them and preach. Ifthey 
are sitting in a doorway, we have to sit in a doorway 
with them. If they are lying on the sidewalk, then we 
need to lie down next to them and offer help." 

In conclusion, Mike stresses that "time is always at 
a premium at this type of function, and the Tacoma 



r 
C.P.C.s used it superbly. The luncheon started and 
ended on time; the A.A. speakers were concise and to 
the point and, in so doing, carried the message as well 
as it ca n be done. 

"Why is this so important? Because these profession
als are busy people. They have chosen to offer us some 
of their precious time that we might try to explain our 
simple yet complex program in just an hour or two. It's 
also essential, I feel, to present A.A. in the clearest light 
possible, a lways remembermg that the impression we 
leave with our friends may affect their approach to 
alcoholics for years to come." 

P.I. 

Toronto Transit Signs: 
Let the Message Roll 

IF DRINKING HAS BECOME A PROBLEM 
CALL FOR HELP 

487-5591 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

Starting in October, this message will appear in more 
than a thousand buses and streetcars in greater Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. "The signs are public service an
nouncements (p.s.a.'s) ," explains Bruce B., chairperson 
oft he Toronto Intergroup's Public Information Commit
tee. "Like TV and radio stations, the companies control
ing public-transit advertising must by law allot a certain 
amount of public service space to tax-exempt organiza
tions. That's where we fit in." 

The transit project has not gone unst1rred by con
troversy, he reports. "A couple of our P.l. committee 
members felt that it constitu ted out-and-out advertising 
and as such violated A.A. Traditions. But we listened 
to some experienced voices and got positive feedback. 
We then moved forward, mindful of co-founder Bill 
W.'s clear observation that while we refrain from pub
lictziQ.g individual A.A. members, we do need to inform 
the public about A.A. itself. Otherwise, how will the 
suffering alcoholic know we're here?" 

The idea for the p .s.a.'s came, Bruce explains, while 
he was reading a page in the Public Information Work
book that talks about the efficacy of announcements 
placed in the media. He was fhrther impressed by Bill 
W.'s explanation that "public information takes many 

forms-the simple sign outside a m eeting place that 
says 'A.A. meeting tonight'; listings in local phone direc
tories; distribution of A.A. literature; and rad io and TV 
shows using sophisti~ted media techniques. Whatever 
the form, it comes down to 'one drunk carrymg themes
sage to another drunk,' whether through personal con
tact or through the use. of third parties and the media.'' 

Bruce adds that Bill W., who was ever savvy when it 
came to the ABCs of sharing information on A.A., 
"always stressed the importance of stating our intent. 
Thus, a sign that carries just the name Alcoholics 
Anonymous and a phone number is not enough-people 
seeing it might think we're a club for drunks! So ow
transit signs state what we do, which is to provide help 
if you have a problem with drmkmg.'' 

Printed in easy-to-read block letters, blue on white, 
the 11" X 35" polystyrene (plastic) cards were produced 
a t a cost of$1.12 each, for a total of about $1,200. "Ow
budget was tight,'' Bruce says, "but God and my fellow 
P.l. committee members work much better than I do, 
and everything came together with donat ions from 
various groups and P .I. committees in the Tor on to area." 

Bruce points out that the signs can be used year after 
year and thinks they could be put to good use in other 
areas. "We may think we're already doing a lot to carry 
the message," he adds, "but there are still so many 
alcoholics out there who don't know about A.A. We are 
quiet, we are low-key, and that has been good over the 
years. While preserving our personal anonymity at the 
public level, we do not want to be invisible. What we 
do want is for the hand of A.A. to be there for any 
alcoholic who wants our help." 

Correctional 
Facilities 

Colorado Court Class 
H~lps to Slow the 
Revolving Prison Door 

What started out six years ago in Colorado Springs as 
a project of the Commit tee on Cooperation With the 
Professional Community has now become so big that 
the Correctional Facilities Committee has joined in. 

Writing about the very successful Cour t Class in her 
area, C.F. cha irper son Linda F. reports tha t "it definitely 
has helped to cut down the number of repeat offenders. 
.To show their pleasure and apprec1ation, the judges 
presented us with a cake on our last b irthday.'' Classes 
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are now being held in other parts oft he state, she adds. 
"Pueblo, Dela and Boulder are going strong, and Denver 
ts readying start-up plans." 

Court Class has but one purpose: "·to inform 'court
ordered' people about what A.A. is and is not, and can 
and cannot do .. . and to share our experience, strength 
and hope . .. . We do not promote A.A. We are not there 
to re~·rui t new members or to judge anyone as alcoholic. 
We try to be loving and tolerant at all ttmes." 

Together, the Colorado C.P.C./C.F. Committees have 
developed suggested guidelines for Court Class, which 
they gladly share. Some excerpts: 
• "The Court Class belongs to the judicial system, not 
A.A., and is held in the judicial building. All A.A. 
volunteers are there at the invitation of the court. We 
cooperate wtth the judicial system but do not affiliate. 
• ''The judicial system determines who ·will attend class 
and appoints a deputy from the sherifFs office to 
monitor it. A.A. volunteers provide the coffee pot and 
supplie.:. , and all literature. We pass the basket to help 
defray the costs; if we run short ofbeing self-supporting, 
the C.P.C./C.F. committees make up the differ ence. The 
courts do not contribute. 
• "Members of the judicial system are invited to attend 
and are given time at the beginning of class to say a 
few words. This has a profound effect on the court
Ol·dered 'students.' Most do not recognize their judge, 
arresting officer or even lavvyer when dressed in blue
jeans! 
• "Two A.A. volunteers, usually a man and a woman, 
use the Begmners Meeting Guidelines prepa red by the 
General Service Office. They chair for three weeks, then 
rorate out. Since attendees must go to two consecutive 
three-week sessions (the judges believe in the value of 
repetition), they are exposed to the shared experience 
of four different A.A.s. Literature and meeting schedules 
are distributed free of cha1·ge; books are for sale. 
• "The classes number anywhere from 25- 50 people 
and are held once a week, usually in the early evening. 
Topics for discussion include: 'How to Stay Away from 
a Drin.h. One Day at a Time'; 'The Disease Concept'; 'The 
Twelve Steps'; 'The Twelve Traditions'; and 'Literature 
and Service.' At the final session, a mock A.A. meeting 
is held, followed by a video of 'It Sure Beats Sitting in 
a Cell,' 'Young People and A.A.' or 'A.A.; An Inside View.' 
• "It is important to allow time for questions and dtscus
sion. Remember, these people may be angry, resentful 
or sure that they don't have a problem with alcohol. 
Stick to the topic- if it isn't the topic, it's an outside 
issue! 
• "We need to keep the professional community in
formed about A.A. Be aware that new judges, probation 
officers and la-wyers are entering the judicial system on 
a daily basis. It is suggested that C.P.C. and C.F. com
mittee members meet with judicial personnel regularly 
m order to keep the channels of communication open." 
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Treatment 
Facilities 

A.A. Recovery Has 
Ripple Effect in 
Southeast Michigan 

When alcoholics first venture into an A.A. meeting, our 
common bond enables us to be there for them all the 
way. But what of those who are sent because of a n 
addiction to something other than alcohol? What do we 
do then? 

"Even as we stick to A.A.'s singleness of purpose," 
believes Southeast Miclugan delega te Ken K., "uncondi
tional love is still the answer. By that, I mean that we 
can take the time, trouble and can ng to help steer these 
people into programs of recovery tha t specifically ad
d ress their a fflictions. It's what the hospital-based 7:15 
Samaritan Group in our area has done with considerable 
su.ccess." 

In 1987, when the group was more than a year old , 
he relates, "we started seeing people whose addiction 
was to drugs. Required to attend our A.A. meetings, 
they were of course resistant to the program, not to 
m ention being called 'alcoholics.' Then a counselor who 
also was an A.A. member contacted Narcotics Anony
mous. The response was immediate and warm; and the 
N.A. people started a Saturday night m eeting that is 
now well-attended. 

"The benefits were soon apparent. Recidivism among 
the d rug addicts exposed to N.A. has slowed," Ken 
relates. "Before, when they were forced to attend the 
A.A. meetings, they were out of the hospital and back 
in no time. Now when they leave, fewer return. An 
increasing number find a home in N .A. m eetings outside 
and get the help they need to start putting their lives 
back on track." 

The presence of both A.A. and N .A. groups in the 
hospital has benefited another group- those w ho are 
addicted to drugs in addition to alcohol. Says Ken: "They 
are welcom e to attend our open A.A. meetings on 
Fridays, N.A. meetings on Saturdays, and decide for 
them selves where they belong." The spirit of cooperation 
that exists between the A.A. and N.A. members is "very 
strong," he reports. "However, it would not be possible 
without the support of the hospital administrators. We 
work closely with them and make an effort to under
stand their problems as well as our own. Every week 
at our A.A. meetings, we explain that we a re guests of 
the facility and must adhere to i ts rules if we want to 
carry the message here. For sure, we do." 
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Calendar of Events 

Events listed here are presented solely 
as a se1vice to readers, not as an en
dorsement bv the General Service Otnce 
For any additional information, plea~ 
use the addresses provtded. 

August 

1-2 - Campbell Rt~~er, British Columbia, 
Canada. 18th Annual Rally. Write, Ch., 
Box 652, Campbell River, DC V9W q)3 

5-9 - Grand Rapids, Mi.ssottri. 43rd IDAA 
Meeting. Wnte: Ch., Box 199, Augusta, 
MO 

7-8- Granby, Quebec, Canada. 14c Congres 
DeL 'Estrie a Granby. Write : Ch., 218 Blvd. 
Barr~, Cowansville, PQJ2K 2H4 

7.9 _ Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky. Second Annual 
Rule 62 Round-Up. Write: Ch., Box 62, 
Covington, KY 41011 

7-9 - Mankato, Mtrmesota. Southern Min
nesOTa Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 2205, 
Mankato, MN 56003 

7-9 - Moor/tead, Mirmesota. Red River Val
Icy. Write: Ch,, Box 558, Moorhead, MN 
56560 

7-9 - Glendtve, Montana. Eighth [,ower 
Yellowstone Soberfest. Write: Ch., 217 E. 
Hughes, Glendive, MT 59330 

7-9 - Havre, Montana. Havre Mini Conf. 
Write: Ch., Box 1603, Havre, MT 59501 

7-9 - Buffalo, New York. Information Work
shop. Write: Ch., 97Willowlawn Parkway, 
Buffalo, NY 14206 

7-9 - Fort A.ssiniboine, Alberta, Canadr.. 
Distnct 9 Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 772, 
BaiThead, AB TOG OEO 

7-9-Guelph, Ontario, Canada . .23rd Annual 
Central West Onhmo Conv. Wr ite: Ch., 89 
Westwood Rd., Unit 102, Guelph, ON NlH 
7J6 

7-9 -- Hull, Quebec, Canada. District 90-05 
Conf. Write: Ch., C.P. 241 Succursale A, 
Hull, Quebec J8Y 6M7 

7-9 - Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada. 
Algoma Disuict familr Campou t. Write: 
Ch., 581 john St., Sault Ste. Marie, ON 
P6C 3K6 

7-9 - Tulameen, BriLi$h Columbia. Canada. 
11th Annual Tulameen Cam pout. Write: 
Ch., Box 2D, Camp 6, Tulamecn, BC VOX 
2LO 

7-9 - Uclue/et, British Columbta, Canada. 
Eighth Annual West Coast !Wily. Write: 
Ch., Box 15, Ucluelet, BC VOR 3AO 

8..10 - Harare, Zimbabwe National Conv. 
Write. Ch.,Box 1857, Har;t.re, Zimbabwe 

12-15 - Dw!bar, WestVir.g'inia.Southeastern 
Regional Conf. Write: Ch., Bo., 268, Dun
bar, WV .25064 

13.16 .- Omaha, Nebra.ska. Comhusker 
Row1dup >..'V. Write: Ch., Box 425, Belle
vue, l\'E 68005 

14·16 - Scottsdale, Ariz.cma.. Third Annual 
Summer Round. Up. Write: Ch., 5359 N. 
28th Drive., Phoenix, AZ 85017 

14-16- Boulder, Colorado. Third Boulderi· 
ety Conv. Write: Ch., 1630 30th Street, Ste 
#349, Boulder, CO 80301 

14-16- KutztOWTI, Pennsylvania. One Pri· 
mary Purpose. Write: Ch., Box 14993, 
Reading, PA 19612 

14..16 -Port Hardy, British Columbia. North 
Island Campout/16th Rally. Write: Ch., 
Box 789, Port Hardy, BC VON 2PO 

14·16 - lies de Ia Madeleine, Quebec, 
Canada. 16cme Congres Annuel. Write. 
Ch., C.P.4 Harne-Aubert, lies de la 
Madeleine, PQ. GOB 1JO 

14-16 - Tiel, Holland. Intergroup 1 Europe, 
Area The Netherlands Round-Up. Write: 
Ch., Veldzuringstraat 17, 2215 WI< Voor
hout , The Netherlands 

15-16 - Wind.sor, Nova Scotia, Canada. 28th 
Windsor Brooklyn Groups Roundup. Write: 
Ch., Box 2034, Windsor, NS BON 2TO 

iS-17- Greertlake, British Co/umbra, Can_ 
ada. 19th Campout. Write: Ch., Box 748, 
100 Mule House , BC VOK 2EO 

2(}-23 - Colville, Washington. Valley camp
out. Wr>te: Ch., 151 N. Hofstetter, Colville, 
WA 99114 

20-23 - Le.rit.gton, Kentucky. Big Book Semi
nar. Write: Ch , Box 2S101, Lexington, KY 
40524 

21.-23 - San Lui.~ Obispo, California. 25th 
Conv. Write: Ch., 1600 4th St., Los Osos, 
CA 93402 

21-23- Salinas, California. Annual Coastal 
Rally. Wri1e: ch., 9 West Gabllan St., Suite 
11, Salinas, CA 93901 

21-23 - M~r, Coloradn. White River 
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 1036, Meeker, 
co 81641 

21-23 - Oshawa, Ontario, Canada. 20th 
Lakeshore District Conv. Write: Ch., Box 
2003, Oshawa, ON L1H H9P 

Planning a Future Ev~t? 

Closed Meeting Topics 
From the Grapevine 

For more detailed ~ugge~->tions, see 
th<' pages noted. 
August (page 30): Old-timers; "A.A. 
should remain forever nonprofes
sional." 

September (page 31): Organization, 
rotation and Tradition Nine1 cany
ing the A.A. message. 

21·23 - Sti,-/ing, Ontario, Canoda. 12 Step 
Weekend. Write. Ch .. 23A l'vl(Jin Street, 
Foxboro, ON KOK 2130 

21-23 -Osha ova, Ontano. Canada. Back to 
Basics. Write. Ch., Box 2003. Station A, 
OshaW<t, ON LlH 7V4 

27·30- Cleveland, OhlO. 35th IC1'PAA Write· 
Ch., Box 200513, Cleveland , OH 4-4120 · 

28·30 - Sarasota, F'londa. fo\\rth Annunl 
West Coast Sponsorship Weeke>ld. Wntc. 
Ch., Box 20525, Sarasota, fL 34276-3525 

28.30 - Madison, Ttrdra11a 21~! Sc C()nl: 
Write; Ch., Box 502, Grecn~burg,IN 42740 

28·30 - Camp Vermilwr1.Cook, Mitmesota. 
Keep It Simple Weekend. Write. Ch., 4230 
Wildwood Dr., Hibbmg, MN 55746 

28-30 - ]ackum, Mrssiss1pp1. SlXth Annuul 
Oldumer's Round-Up. Write. Ch., 200 
Magnolia Trail, BrMdon, ~IS 39042 

28-30 -Joplm, M~'>.sourt. Distnct 12 - fifth 
Annual Surruner Hummer. Write: Ch , 
Box 2075,Joplin, MO 64803 

28-30 - Chautauqua, New lfor·k. Tri-State 
Assembly. Wnte: Ch., .Box 11n. fredonia, 
PA 16124 

Please send your information on October, November or December c--ents, two dav~ or IIWre, in time 
to reach G.S.O. by Al@lSt 10, the calendar deadline for the October-Nowmber issue of Bw: 4-5-.9. 

For your convenience and ours- please type or print the mtormatiou to be listed on the 
Bulletin Board page, and mail to us: 

Date of event: from-------- - co _________ . t9 ___ _ _ _ 

Name ofeveut: ----------------------------
!'lace (city, state 

or prov.): -:------------------------------

For i1"!fiJrmation, wr1te: 

(exact mailirtg address) -------------------------

Contact phone II ifor o.ffice use only):---------------------

Flip up this end of page _ more events listed on reverse srde 



A ugust (cont.) 

28-30 _ College St.ation , Te.ras . Ninth Annual 
Conv. Write: Cb., Box 94-09, College Sta
tion, TX n842 

2.8..30 - Chattanooga, Tenne.<;see. Fifth An
nual Ctioo Choo Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 
2554, Ch.:tttanooga, TN 374.-09 

2.8._30- St. jerome, Quebec, Canadil. 11eme 
Congres, Wrtte: Ch. , 217 Tet·rasse Riupel , 
La Fontaine, Quebecj7Y •W 8 

September 

4-6 - Colorado Spnng;, Colorado. Sta te 
Conv. Write: Ch., Box 49004, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80949 

4-6 - Norman , Oklahom a . Labor of Love 
Conf. Write: Ch., 3919 Waverly Drive,Nor
man, OK 73072 

4-6 - Penticton, Btitish Columbw, Ganadil. 
27th Labor Day Roundup. Write: Ch. , Box 
20036, Penticron, BC V2A 81<3 . 

4-6 _ Powell River, Bntish Columb1a, 
Canada. 45th Rally. Wt·ite: Ch., 3788 Sel
kirk Ave., Powell River, BC V8A 3Cl 

4-6 _ Chapleau , Ontario, Canada. 23rd "Re
member When" Rou ndup. Write:Ch., Box 
634, Chapleau, ON POM 1KO 

4-6 _ Chicago, fllmots. Roundup '92 (pre
sented by gay and leobian members). 
Wri te· Ch., Box 180, 3023 N. Clark St. , 
Chicago, IL 60657 

4-6- Timmins, Ontario, Canadil. We Came 
to Believe. Write: Ch., 514 Wa tel'loo, Tim.. 
mins, ON P4N 4Y8 

11-13 - Br·amptotl, OnU/r'io, Canw:la , l ?lh 
Annual Br11mpton-Bramalea Conv. Wnte: 
Ch., Box 401, Bramp ton, ON L6V 2L3 

11-13 - Dunnville, Ontario, Canada. 26th 
Com•. Write: Ch., Box 163, DunnVIlle, ON 
N1A 2Xl 

11-13 - Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. Cam
pus Group Blw:jcttn Roundup. Write: Ch., 
49 K(.-egano, Edmonton, AB TGK OR3 

11-13 _ Gm 11de Pmire, Alberra , Canada.. 
33rd Roundup. Write : Ch., Box 85, Gt·and e 
Prairie, AB T8V 3Y1 

11-13- Orlando, Florida. Celeb rate Sobrcity 
V. Write: C.b., Box 608239, Orlando, FL 
3.2000-8239 

11-13- Norcross, Geotgia. Seventh Women 
in Recovery Workshop . Write: Ch. , 5802B 
Hunt Club Run, Norcross, GA :l0093 

11-13- Many, Louisiana.. Western Louisi
a na Conf. Write: Ch ., Box 1053, Deridder, 
LA 70634 

11-13- Detroit, M ichigan . 40th State Conf. 

Write: Ch., Box 43561, Detroit, Ml 48.243· 
9998 

11. 13 - Dulttth, Minnesota. 47th Roundup, 
Write: Ch., Box 16771, Duluth, MN 55816 

U-13 - Park Rnpids, Minnesota. Second 
Heartland Roundup. Write: Cb., Rt. #1, 
Box 18, Park Rapids, MN 56470 

11-13 - Medici11e Hat, Alberta, Canada. 
Medicine Hat's 33 Round-Up. Write: Ch ., 
Box 165, Medicine Hat, AB TlA 7E8 

11-13 -Montague, Prince Edward Island, 
Canadil. Mini-Roundup. Write: Ch., Mur
ray River P.O., Monrague, PEl COA lWO 

11-13 - Kenora, Ontario, Canada. 21st Sun-
set Country Round-Up. Write : Ch., 108-
390 Cambrian Dr., Kenora, ON P9N 4A4 

11-13 - Elysian Resort, St. Thoma:;, U.S. 
Vitgin Islands. Seventh Annual Caribbean 
Round-up. Wrile: Ch., P.O. Box 1.12.2, St. 
Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 00804 

17-20- Mobile, Alabama. 37th Alabama/ 
N W. Florida Area Conv. Write: Ch. , Box 
7Zl 3, Mobile, AL 36670-7.2.13 

18..20- ~oine.s, Iowa. Bridging the Gap 
Workshop Weekend. Write: Ch., 8000 W. 
86th St Circle, Bloomington, MN 55438 

18-20 - 'Grand junction, Colorado. Cal01· 
D.1ze. Wrtte: Ch ., Box 4013, Grand junc
tion, CO 81502 

18-20 - Ar·lir~gton, Te.t•as. NE TA Assembly 
&> Conv. Write: Ch., Box 121742, Ar· 
lington, 1X 76012-1742 

18-20 - Grwtts I'ass, Oreson. Oregon Area 
General Service Assembly. Write: Sec., Box 
1244, Grants Pass, OR 97526 

18.20 - Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Au
tumn Leaf Roundup. Writt: Ch., Box 
91201, Effort Square, Hamilton, ON L8N 
4G3 

18-21 - Swift Cun·ent, Smikatchewan, 
Canada. Roundup. Write: Ch., .245 10th 
Ave., NW, Swift Current, SK S9H 184 

2.5-27 - North Redington Beach, Ftoruia.. 
South florida CYPAA. Write: Gh., Box 
4411 , Semmole, FL 34642 

25-27 - Salina, Klll1303. Kansas Area Gonf. 
Write: Ch., Box 1773, Salina, KS 67402-
1773 

25.27- Medford, New jersey. ~IG Roundup. 
Write:Ch., Box2514,Cherry Hill, JIU00034 

25-27 - Somerset, New jer~sey. !lUGS Area 44 
Gonv. Write: Ch., Box 1571, Morristown, 
NJ 07962 . 

2.'i-27 - Larmnie, Wyoming: Wyommg Fall 
Con f. Wri te: Gh., Box 1573, Laramie, WY 
82070 

ZS-27 - HuU, Quebec, Canadil. Eastern 
Canada Regional Forum. Write: Regional 
Fonuns Secretary, Box 459, Grand Central 
Sta., New York, NY 10163 

October 

2-4 - Piusbw-gh, Pewtsylvania. 22nd NE 
Reg. Conv. Write. Ch ., Box 124, Polk, PA 
16342 

2-4 - PocCJtello, ldilho. 1992 Idaho Area Fall 
Assembly. Write: Gh ., Box n 4, Poca tello, 
I D 83204-077 4 

2-4 - Rochester, New York. Rochester Conv. 
Write: Ch., RAAC, 10 Manhattan Square, 
Rochester, NY 14607 

2-4 - Bismarck, North Dakota. Sta te Round. 
up. W1·1te: Ch., Box 2244, Bismarck, NO 
58502 

2-4 - Cincinnati, Ohio. Ninth Annual Mid
states Woman to Woman Seminar. Write: 
Ch., Box 141306, Cincinnati, Oil 45250-
1308 

2-4 - Re,<:~na, Saskatche.van , Cartadil. 17th 
Annual Regina Roundup. Wrtte: Ch., 236-
408 Broad St ., Regina, SK S4R JX3 

2-4 - Repentigny, Quebec, Canada . 10eme 
Congres AJmuel Repenhgny. Wl'ite: Ch., 
755, rue Sherbrooke, Repentigny, Quebec 

J5Y 2G3 
2-4 -Berlin, Germany. Roundup (presented 

by gay&> lesbitlll members). Write: Ch., 
Kurftir:stenstrAI>Se 81 W1000 Berlin 42, 
Germany · 

8-11 - Las Vegas, Nevada. Na tional/ Interna
tional Native An1erican ludian Conv. 
Write: Gh., Box 30335, N. Las Vegas, NV 
89030-0335 

9-11 - Sarrta Barbara , Calrfomia. Sober 
Unity. Write: Ch., Box 238, Santa lklrbara, 
CA 93102 

9-11 -Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 1992 State Fall 
Conf. Wrile:Ch.,Box 10632, CedarRapids, 
lA 52402 

9-11 - Grenadil, Mississippi. 17th Annual 
North Mississippi Rotmdup. Write : Ch., 
Rt. 1, Box 219A, Pittsboro, MS 38951 

9-11 - OriUia, Ontario , Canada. 27th An
nual Conv. Writt•: Cb. , 43 Daphne Cre.~ .• 
Barrie, ON lAM 2Y7 

9-1.1 - Montreal, Quebec, Ga11ada. 33rd 
Mon treal Bilingua l Conv. Write: Ch., 5789, 
d'lberville , Montreal, Quebec H2G 288 

16-18 - Fort Collins, Colorado. Soberfest 
'92. Write: Ch., :l20 West Olive, ForrCol
lins, CO 80521 

16-18 - RnchestN, Miruresota. Fou rth An
nual Hiawatbaland Get-Together. Write: 
Ch., Box 5792, Rochester, MN 55903 

16-18 - Greensburg, Pennsylvania. 38th 
Laurel Highlands Con£: Write: Ch., 1169 
Colgate Dr., Monroeville, ·Pi\ 15146 

23-25 - M~schicot, Wisconsin. 41st Annual 
Southern Wisconsin Fall Conf. Write: 'rr., 
Box 2081, Manitowoc, W1 54221 

3{}-November 1 - Sa.rr Ysidro, Califon~ia. 
Third lntemational Baja Roundup. Wnte: 
Ch., Box 435280, San Ysidro, CA 92143 
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