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A.A.'s in More Localities Now Interested in
Cooperating with Professionals, Evidence Suggests 

Cooperation-locally-between A.A. members and 
the professional community is increasing throughout 
the U.S. and Canada, according to new information 
just received here at A.A.'s General Service Office 
(G.S.O.). 

We have learned that there are now at least 25 local 
A.A. committees for cooperation with the profes­
sional community. These committees are a new de­
velopment in A.A., apparently reflecting ( 1} more 
awareness by A.A. members of non-A.A. efforts to 
help alcoholics and (2) the substantially increased 
numbers of professional people interested in 
alcoholism. 

Establishment of these committees came after our 
General Service Board (for the U.S. and Canada) 
set up a standing committee for the same purpose 
in 1970, and after A.A. 's annual representative 
assembly, the General Service Conference (delegates 
represent all A.A. groups in the U.S. and Canada), 
also created such a working body in response to 
widespread evident need for this activity within A.A. 

The local committees are often part of A.A. area 
general service activities, or are sometimes connected 
with local A.A. central offices. To contact them, see 
"Alcoholics Anonymous" in your local telephone 
directory. If you want G.S.O. in New York to 
arrange local contact for you, we will gladly do so. 
Write: G.S.O., Box 459, Grand Central Station, New 
York, N.Y. 10017. 

Were You There? 

For A.A.'s 40th anniversary, we planned an inter­
national convention July 4-6, 1975, in Denver, 
Colo. As we told you in the December 1974 
issue of About A.A., we expected about 10,000 

December 1975 

members to turn up. Registration totaled 19,300! 
No "business" occurs at these gatherings, held every 
five years. They are just mammoth A.A. meetings 
for fellowship, fun, and inspiration. 

Based on our 1970 experience with our 35th­
anniversary convention in Miami Beach, Fla., the 
Denver program was weighted heavily with A.A. 
speakers. But among the most popular sessions in 
Denver were panels presenting non-A.A. profession­
als. Standing ovations for them became common­
place. And more than once, firemen and police 
stopped a session until standees could be thinned 
out of the aisles. 

We are still astonished at the good nature with which 
everyone took such occurrences (as well as some 
acoustical problems). We are particularly grateful 
to our guest speakers, who included Leonard Boche, 
Washington, D.C.; Nelson J. Bradley, M.D., Park 
Ridge, Ill.; Virginia Carter, Hollywood, Calif.; 
Morris E. Chafetz, M.D., Washington, D.C.; George 
Dimas, New York, N.Y.;W. J. Estelle, Huntsville, 
Tex.; Victor Gold, Washington, D.C.; Jack Guest, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; Samuel C. Kaim, M.D., 
Washington, D.C.; Maj. William S. King, U.S.A.F., 
Washington, D.C.; Judge Nathan S. Kirsch, 
Hackensack, N.J.; Jayne Mazzarella, Cleveland, 
Ohio; Rev. Bruce Miles, Winnipeg, Man.; Nicholas 
A. Pace, M.D., New York, N.Y.; Capt. J. A. Pursch,
U.S.N., Long Beach, Calif.; William Rader, M.D.,
Los Angeles, Calif.; James E. Royce, S.J., Ph.D.,
Seattle, Wash.; Max A. Schneider, M.D., Santa Ana,
Calif.; Clarence Shepard, Toronto, Ont.; R. K.
Simpson, D.O., Des Moines, Iowa; Charles Z. Smith,
Seattle, Wash.; Huey Perry, Tallahassee, Fla.; and
Kenneth H. Williams, M.D., Pittsburgh, Pa.

In addition, over 300 A.A. speakers all turned up on 
time at exactly the right place-quite a switch from 
our pre-A.A. behavior! 

A highlight occurred Friday evening when A.A.'s 
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Just ask any local A.A. group or office for one of
these, or write G. S. O. ' Do not hesitate to telephone
or write us in detail if you think we can be of help. 
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