


























could call a member of the Bridge the Gap committee in
our hometown areas, and they would find someone to
help us get to our first three meetings outside. Well, great,
but at the time I didn’t think I'd need any help after get-
ting out. Just the same, I wrote down the phone number
for the representative in my Eastern Missouri area.

“Lucky for me that I did have that phone number.
Once out, I really needed to go to meetings for two rea-
sons: First, going was a stipulation of my probation;
and, second, if I didn’t go, I knew I'd wind up where I
started from , , . dnnking and drugging . , . and right
back in prison. Thank God for Bridge the Gap! I called
my rep, who immediately put me in touch with an A.A.
here n St. Louis. He helped me when I couldn’t help
myself—gave me a ride to a meeting, introduced me to
the people there, and helped me overcome my fears.”

Nearly two years have passed since that first meet-
ing, and Randy says he is not only sober but very
involved in the Twelfth-Step work of the Eastern
Missouri BTG Committee “so that I can give back some
of what I've been given. I'm free. I'm happy. And grate-
ful to the Bridge the Gap program because it gave me
my life in A.A.”

Correctional
Facilities

A.A. Service Makes
A Big Difference

“We would like to commend the efforts of the local vol-
unteers who help out at this prison group,” writes Ken
W. from Cresson, Pa, “Hopefully other facilities are as
lucky as we are.”

Ken, who serves as his Mountain Top Group’s general
service representative, explans the meeting format: “We
have our closed discussion meeting every Wednesday
evening. On Tuesday mghts, we have a Step meeting in
which we use the Twelve and Twelve, reading one Step a
week. Going around, each person reads a section from
the chapter, then we have open discussion. Our outside
sponsor Harry G. chairs the meetings, and that works
well for us. We get a lot out of the meetings.”

The “other stuff, holding office and so forth,” Ken
reports, “is taken care of” as the A.A. Guidelines on
Correctional Facilities [available from G.S.0.] suggest,”
he says. “We have local A.A.s who make all this possi-
ble, as the prison will not let us run a meeting on our
own. The volunteers rotate coming out each week, so it

10

does not burden any one person too much. This works
well for all concerned; No guards are needed to super-
wise the group—the outside volunteers and inmates
handle all [A.A.] affairs. We like it that way. There is
also a local group that helps us keep literature on hand.
Thank you all in A.A. for being there! We appreciate
it greatly!”

‘Inside’ and ‘Out’
We A.A.s May Be
More Alike than Not

Some of the A.A.s on hand were already taking meetings
into correctional facilities; others wanted to but were
either shy or unsure of what to expect. All who came to
the Corrections Sharing Session last October in
Libertyville, Ilinois, were attracted by the purpose of the
workshop: “to inform, brainstorm, support and encour-
age.” They were not disappointed.

The evening of sharing was sponsored by the
Northern Illinois Area Corrections Committee, Reports
immediate past chairman Steve S.: “We kicked off with
short talks from the five-member panel, which included
the program manager of the Lake County Sheriff’ Adult
Correctional Division and four A.A.s seasoned in
Corrections service.

Then came a question and answer period and a rush
of sharing, Everyone who had ever taken a meeting into
a facility had a moment of déja vu when attendee Brian
S. commented, “There’s a lot of similarities between the
inmates and me. I'm reminded to look for the similari-
ties and not the differences. When we drink, what we do
and the consequences of what we do may be different.
The feelings though are the same.””

Randy K. told the assembled A.A.s that “after spend-
ing considerable time in jail myself, I can relate to the
feelings of complete despair and tremendous fear of any
kind of future, I can think of no better place to give it
away so I can keep it.” Beth U. noted that she is “blown
way by the inmates’ hunger to hear about sobriety and
recovery. The level of sharing and honesty in the jail
meetings is deep.” And Tim F. spoke for many A.A. vol-
unteers when he said, “During the jail meetings I am
always remuinded of the First Step, about the extent of
our powerlessness over alcohol, .  and the tragic conse-
quences of the unmanageability of our lives. At the end
of the meeting, as I am buzzed through the various jail
doors to the outside air, I always feel gratitude to my
Higher Power and to the Fellowship of A.A. for the free-
dom I enjoy today.”
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Items and Ideas on Area Gatherings for A.A.—Via G.S.0.

OCTOBER - NOVEMEER 19596

Calendar of Events

Events listed here are presented solely
as a service to readers, not as an
endorsement by the General Service
Office. For any additional information,
please use the addresses provided.

October

3-6—Amarillo, Texas. 50th Annual Top of
Texas Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 412,
Amanllo, TX 73105

3-6—Daytona Beach, Florida. Second
Annual Daytona Fall Roundup. Write:
Ch., Box 4911, South Daytona, FL 32121

3-6—Seattle, Washington. Sixth Annual
National/Int’l. Native American Indian
Conv. Write: Ch., Box 84824 Seattle,
WA 08124

4-5—Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
Vancouver Roundup, Write: Ch., 656 W.
Keith Rd., N. Vancouver, BC VIM 1M6

4-6—Chase, British Columbia, Canada.
Fourth Annual Roundup. Wnite: Ch,, KR
#1, Site 4, Comp. 7, Sorrento, BC VOE 2ZW0

4-6—FKelowna, British Columbia, Canada.
Kelowna Roundup “Language of the
Heart.” Write: Ch., 2012, Stn. Rutland,
Kelowna, BC V1X 4K5

4-6—Balibago, Angeles City, Philippines.
First Fall Roundup 96-Philippines. Write:
Ch., 9-29 Marcelius §t., Diamond Subdiv.,
Balibago, Angeles City, 2009, Philippines

4-6—Crescent City, California. 10th Annual
“Sobriety by the Sea” Rally. Write: Ch.,
Box 871, Crescent City, CA 95531

4-6—Wilmington, Delaware. Northeast
Regional Conv. Write: Ch , Box 403,
Middletown, DE 19709-0403

4-6—Pocatello, Idaho. Idaho Area 18 Fall
Assembly. Write: Ch,, Box 393, Pocatello,
1D 83204

4-6—S8outh Bend, Indiana. 13th Annual
Midwest Woman to Woman Seminar.
Write: Ch., Box 1631, Mishawaka, IN
46546-1631

4-6—Shanty Creek, Bellaire, Michigan.
Eighth Annual Fall Conf Write: Ch., 302
So. Waverly, Lansing, MI 48917

4-6—Troy, Michigan. Ninth Annual Tri-
County Conf. Write: Ch., Box 7107,
Sterhing Heights, MI 48311-7107

4-6—Lincoln, Nebraska. Big Red Roundup
VII. Write: Ch., 2840 S. 70th St., Ste, 127,
Lincoln, NE 68506

4-6—Rochester, New York. 16th Rochester
Conv. Write: Ch., 10 Manhattan Square
Dr., Ste. D, Rochester, NY 14607-3997

4-6—Spearfish, South Dakota, Area 63
South Dakota Fall Conf, Write: Ch.,
Box 192, Spearfish, SD 57783

4-6—Fife, Washington. Wesiern Washing-
ton Area Assembly. Wnite: Ch., Box 1105,
Puyallup, WA 98371

11-13-—0rillia, Ontario, Canada. 31ist
Georgian Bay Districts Conv. Write: Ch.,
14 Simmons Cres., Barrie, ON L4N 3E5

11-13—Sudbury, Ontario, Canada.
Northeastern Area Conf. Write; Ch., Box
311, Station B, Sudbury, ON P3E 4P2

11-13—Redding, California. NCCAA 49th
Annual Fall Conf, Write: Ch., Box 1484,
Rohnert Park, CA 94927-1484

11-13—Colorado Springs, Colorado. CCY-
PAA 96, Write: Ch., Box 51168, Colorado
Springs, CO 80949-1168

11-13—French Lick, Indiana. Back to Basics
1996 Roundup. Write: Ch., 321 Timberleaf
Dr., Beavercreek, OH 45430

11-13—Davenport, Iowa. Area 24 1996 Fall
Conf. Write: Ch,, Box 133, Davenport, 1A
52805-0133

11-13—Chanute, Kansas. Fifth Annual
Southeast Kansas Conf. Write: Secy., 710
W. Euclid, Prttsburg, KS 66762

11-13—Lafayette, Louisiana. 13th Annual
Cajun Country Conf. Write: Ch., Box
3160, Lafayette, LA 70502

17-20—Dalton, Georgia. Georgia State Pre-
paid Conv, Write: Ch,, Rt. 6, Box 2343,
Ellijay, GA 30540

18-20—Manuel Antonio, Costa Rica.
Second Annual Halloween Conv. Write:
Ch., Apdo. #588. Alajuela, Costa Rica

18-20—Geneva, Switzerland. Big Book
Study Seminar, Write: Ch., The Mont
Blanc Bridge Group, Rue du Vieux Billard
21, CH-1205 Geneva, Switzerland

18-20—Puerto Penasco, Merico. Rocky Point
Roundup. Write: Ch., RPR, Box 5242,
Seottsdale, AZ 85261

18-20—Fallon, Nevada. Lahontan Round-
up. Write: Ch., Box 606, Fallon, NV 89407

18-20—Buffalo, New York. 55th Buffalo
Fall Conv. Write: Ch., Box 127, Niagara
Square Sta., Buffalo, NY 14202

Closed Meeting Topics
From the Grapevine

For more detailed suggestions, see
the pages noted.

November (page 51): A.A. members
and the Higher Power.

24-27—Memphis, Tennessee, 22nd Annual
Memphis Bluff City Fellowship. Write:
Ch., Box 24831, Memphis, TN 38124

25-27—Duncan, British Columbia,
Canada. Dist. 8 Cowichan Valley Rally.
Write: Ch., Box 955, Duncan, BC V9L 2M2

25-27—S5t. Cloud, Minnesota. St. Cloud
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 125, 8t. Cloud,
MN 56302

25-27—Bellingham, Washington. Roundup.
Write: Ch., Box 28231, Bellingham,
WA 98228

25-27—St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands. 10th
Caribbean Conv. Write: Ch., Box 3435, St.
Thomas, 1.8, Virgin Islands 0803

25-27—Flint, Michigan. 44th State Conf.
Write: Ch., Box 42, Flint, MI 48501-0042

25-27—Greensburg, Pennsplvania. 46th
Laurel Highlands Conf, Write: Ch., 60
Greenbrier, Pitisburgh, PA 15220

25-27—Staunton, Virginia. Virginia Area
Committee Fall Assembly. Write: Ch., 606
Shawnee Trail, Winchester, VA 22602

November

1-3-—Absecon, New Jersey. Eighth Annual
Woman to Woman NE Regional Conf.
Write: Ch., Box 3401, Cherry Hill, NJ 8034

1-3—Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 52nd
Annual Conf, Write: Ch, 505-365
Hargrave 5t., Winnipeg, MB R3B 2K3

Planning a Future Event?

Please send your information on December, January or February events, two days or more, in time to
reach G.5.0. by October 10, the calendar deadline for the Holiday issue of Bar 4-5-9.
For your convenience and ours — please type or print the information to be listed on the Bulletin

Board page, and mail to us:

Date of event: from

to »19

Narne of evenit:

Place (city, state
or prav.);

Far information, write:
(exact mailing address)

Contact phone # (for office use onlp):

Flip up this end of page - for events on reverse side




1-3— Seoul, Korea. Fifth International
Conv. Write: Ch., Korea Nalionals
Intergroup, C.P.0. Box 1415, Seoul 100-
614, Korea

1-3—Cuatskill, New York. 46th HMB Conv,
Write: Ch., Box 1303, Kingston, NY 12401~
1303

8-10—Kelowna, British Columbia. BC
Yukon Area Conv. Write: Ch., 1171
Harvey Ave., Kelowna, BC V1Y 6E8

8-10—London, Ontario, Canada. Western
Ontario Conv. Write; Ch., RR #1, 22429
Troops Road, Mount Brydges, ON NOL 1W0

8-10—Goodyear, Arizona. Roundup, Write:
Ch., Box 446, Litchfield, AZ 85340-0446

8-10—Durango, Coloradp, 4 Corners First
Annual Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 717,
Mancos, CO 81328

8-10—Leominster, Massachusetts. 33rd
Annual 5tate Conv. Write: Rgstr., Box
344, Westminster, MA 01473-0344

8-10—Minneapolis, Minnesota. 11th
Annual Intergroup/Central Office
Seminar. Write; Ch., 6300 Walker, Room
215, 5t. Louis Park, MN 55416

8-10—0kobgji, Iowa. Northwest Iowa Pre-
Winter Rally. Write: Ch., Box 914,
Spencer, IA 51301

9-10—Riga, Latvia. Conf. “Nobody is too
Young.” Write: Ch., Box 459, Riga, LV-
1050 Latvia

15-17—Salem, Oregon. Oregon Area
Quarterly Assembly, Write: Ch., Box 325,
Monmouth, OR 97361

16-17—Jamestown, North Dakota. Buffalo
City Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 102,
Jamestown, ND 58402

22-24—Tampa, Florida. The Big Book
Comes Alive. Write: Ch., Box B6703, 5t.
Petersburg, L 33738

22-24—The Abbey in Fontana, Wisconsin.
Seventh Annual McHenry’s Soberfest.
Write: Ch., Box 213, Ringwood, IL 60072

28-December 1—Omaha, Nebraska. Great
Plains Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 34222,
Omaha, NE 68134

28-December 1—Las Vegas, Nevada. 30th
Las Vegas Roundup. Write: Ch., Box
43177, Las Vegas, NV 89116

29-December 1—Paget, Bermuda. 1998
Bermuda Conv, Write: Ch., Box 178,
Warwick, WK BX Bermuda

29-December 1—Clearwater Beach, Florida,
Suncoast Conv. Write, Ch., Box 86703, St.
Petersburg, I'L 33758

29-December 1—Diamondhead, Missi-
ssippi. Gratitude Roundup. Write: Ch.,
Box 7851, Gulfport, MS 39507

29-December 1—San Antonio, Teras.
“Pockets of Enthusiasm in 5.A." Write:
Ch., Box 17363, San Antonio, TX 78217

December

6-8—Asheville, North Carolina. Southeast
Regional Forum. Write: Forum
Coordinator, Box 459, Grand Central
Station, New York, NY 10163

27-29—Joplin, Missouri. Traditional Winter
Holiday XVI. Write: Ch., Box 626, Monett,
MO 6578

January

3-5—South Padre Island, Teras Lower Rio
Grande Valley Jamboree, Write: Ch,, Box
5453, Brownswlle, TX 78520

30-February 2—Harvey, Iilinois. “We Are
not Saints” Conv. Write: Ch., 15651 S, 94th
Ave., Suite 382, Orland Park, IL 60462






