
















C.P.C. 

'Sponsor' a Professional 

Seeking to strengthen and expand A.A.'s lines of com­
munication with the professionals who so often are first 
to help alcoholics in the community, the Southern 
California Area Assembly's General Service Committee 
on Cooperation With the Professional Community has 
come up with a way to attract the "missing links"­
sufficient A.A. members to do Twelfth-Step work with 
these professionals on a one-on-one basis. 

Reasoning that members can't do what they don't 
know, the C.P.C. committee has developed an attractive, 
direct and easy-to-understand flyer for A.A. group mem-
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bers that explains what 
C.P.C. work is about, de­
tails its importance in 
carrying the message, 
and invites interested 
persons to join in the 
effort. 

The three-fold flyer 
points out that "C.P.C. 
work can begin when 
individual A.A.s reveal 
their membership to 
their doctors, or drop a 
quiet word in the ear of 
a pastor, priest or rabbi 
that an A.A. member is 
in the congregation." At 
the group level, it sug­
gests, A.A.s can partici­
pate in C.P.C. work by 
welcoming profession-
als to their open meet­
ings. 

Area C.P.C. chairperson Cia F. credits the West Side 
District's groups for dreammg up the flyer, which, she 
says, "presents yet another way for A.A.s to carry the 
message and stay sober. It has really helped to raise our 
members' consciousness to the need for reaching out to 
the professional community. As the flyer says, 'We are 
all on the same side in our interest in helping alcohol­
ics- even when we approach it in different ways. Thus, 
our mutual interest and hopes should outweigh any 
misunderstandtngs that might crop up.' " 

Cia herselfhas sponsored a doctor-presenting liter­
ature, answering questions and, most importantly, "es­
corting her to an open A.A. meeting she never would 
have attended on her own.'' Medical school curricula 
are still weak in teaching the ramifications of alcohol-

ism, Cia explains. "Being in an actual meeting, peopled 
with sober alcoholics who are getting on responsibly 
with their lives, can impact enormously on the aware­
ness of doctors and other professionals of what AA. is 
and what it isn't. They experience the power of the 
fellowship firsthand, not by turning a few pages in a 
dry report or textbook." 

After being taken to meetings, Cia reports, "some 
professionals have wound up in A.A. themselves. That's 
communkation at its best." 

Treatment Facilities 

Chicago Committee 
Shares Solutions to 
a Thorny Problem 

Not understanding how A.A. works, a number of hos­
pital and treatment facilities are sending patients to 
A.A. willy-nilly. The consequences: Too many patients 
tend to wind up at one overburdened group-and, all 
too often, a number of them have problems other than 
alcohol. What can A.A.s do? And how? 

The Chicago Area Hospitals and Treatment Facilities 
Committee has developed guidelines for handling such 
situations that are a "compilation of experience and 
shared information." They call for communication and 
cooperation with treatment facilities in ample measure. 
Some excerpts: 

Arrange, via phone or mail, to hold a meeting with 
the treatment facility administrators and two or three 
other AA. members (no more-you don't want to 
bombard or overwhelm them). Explain that sending 
large numbers of patients to one A.A. group is detrimen­
tal to both the group and the individual patient. Then 
offer a plan whereby patients could be escorted by A.A. 
members to several meetings, with a reasonable number 
attending each one. 

Suggest holding informal staff orientation meetings, 
hosted by a couple of A.A. members, then clarny what 
A.A. is about-what it can and cannot do. 

If the treatment facility does not already have an 
A.A. meeting, suggest starting one, with two or more 
A.A. members serving as hosts on a rotating basis. 

Furntsh treatment center personnel with helpful A.A. 
Conference-approved pamphlets, including "The A.A. 
Group," "A.A. in Your Community" and "A.A. in Treat­
ment Facilities." 

If a treatment facility is sending nonalcoholic patients 
to A.A. meetings, talk to the director, if possible in a 
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nonconfrontive way. Explain A.A.'s singleness of pur­
pose and mention tha t while anyone is welcome to 
a ttend open A A . meet ings, only persons with a drinktng 
problem a re encouraged to a ttend closed meet-ings or 
to become A.A. members. Additionally, furnish a list 
of other Twelve-Step pmgrams, such as Narcotics 
Anonymous and Cocaine Anonymous, tha t are available 
in the area to help patients with problems other than 
alcohol. Offer to help the facility by expressing willing­
ness to direct- even escort-such patients to meetings 
that may be more appropriate to their needs. 

Last, but not least, discuss the problem a t your area 
T.F. commWee meeting and get input on how others 
have dealt with the situation. Experience and shared 
knowledge are the best teachers. 

CoiTectional 
Facilities 

Illinois Program Plugs In 
Ex-inmates to A.A.-and 
State Areas to One Another 

The :five-year-old Illinois Prison Contact Service is a 
computerized network that provides temporary A.A. 
contacts for just-released inmates- no matter where in 
the state they live. Says Southern Illinois delegate Her­
man G., past-chairman ofhis area's Correctional Facili­
ties committee: ''This successful program is an all-state 
effort. It shows what can be done when all of our com­
lnlttees work as one." 

Some years ago, he relates, "we became aware tha t 
many inllUltes in one prison lived in other parts of the 
state. lfa pe1·son released here in Southern Illinois were 
going home to the Chicago a rea, say, we found that 
arranging contact sponsorship was a hit-or-miss affair, 
particularly since inter-area communication left a lot 
to be desired." 

A quantum leap occurred around 1983, when six C.f. 
chairpersons and members representing the three Il­
linois areas_Nolihern, Southern, and Chicago- met 
informally during an all-stale conference to see what 
could be done. "For starters," says Herman, "we had a 
lot going for us. Our individual C.F. committees were 
very active and, importantly, we had local A.A groups 
in most ofthe prisons throughout Illinois. That resulted 
in the buill-in trust of A.A.s on both sides of the walls." 

Coordinating their efforts closely, the three commit­
tees set out to com pile and computerize a master list 
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of volunteers state-wide, by area, dis trict and locaHty, 
to be housed in the Chicago Central Service Oftice. This 
enormous task would be handled by three a rea prison 
coordinators. 

"For our service to be viable," Herman explains, "we 
needed A.A.s willing to meet the Inmates upon release 
and take them to a meeting. Accordmgly, we began to 
ask for volunteers at all area assemblies, workshops, 
distr ict meetings and state conferences. The response 
was overwhelming." 

ln each area, he explains, nobudy but the coordina tor 
has access to the volunteer list- not even the chairper­
son- for two reasons: to observe to the letter our 
spiritual principle of anonymity, and to protect the 
volunteers from being the targets of released felons who 
might dn nk again. 

When a resident of Moline, in the North Illinois C.f . 
area, is approaching release from a Chicago a1·ea facility 
and requests tempora1y sponsorship , his or her A.A. 
group contacts the Chicago coordinator, who then asks 
his counterpart in the North to assign a Moline volun­
teer. If facili ty rules permit, some volunteers make 
direct contact Wlth the inmates before their release. 
However , "many of the volunteers are reluctant to go 
this route," Herman says, "due to the difficulty of com­
municating and still preserving their anonymity. They 
prefer to have the a rea coordinator establish initial 
conta<;t with the inmate's case worker." Here he reiter­
a tes that "neither method could work were it not for 
the basic trust of members within the A.A. prison 
groups. Most of all, we owe the success of our contact 
service to our good rela tionship with prison officials. 
We observe their regula tions carefully; and they, in turn, 
are generally supportive of our efforts to cany the A.A. 
message inside." 

A number of ex-inmates have reported tha t contact 
sponsorship helped to keep them sober and out of the 
revolving prison door. Some tim e ago, Herman notes, 
"a dapper young man, with his wife and baby a t his 
side, approached me at an East Centra l Regional f orum. 
'You probably won't remember me,' he said with a big 
grin, 'but I'll never forget it was you who told me about 
the contact service back 1n 1985 at a j acksonville Prison 
meeting. I used it, got to a meeting before I even knew 
I was outside-and I'm sober to this day. That was one 
of the best things tha t ever happened to me.' " 

In assessing the Illinois contact service, Herman notes 
that "it has unified our state-wide orcas in more ways 
than one. Morale is high, communication has never 
been better. It's true of A.A. service, as well as our 
personal recoveries, that the more we give of ourselves, 
the more we get back, individually and collectively." 

The Illinois Correctional Facilities committees wel­
come input from other C.F. a reas and are pleased to 
share their own experience in tum. For further informa­
tion, please write to the General Service Office. 
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Calendar of Events 

Events listed here are presented solely 
as a service to readers, not as an en­
dorsement by the General Service Office. 
For any additional information, please 
use the addresses provided. 

February 

1-4 - FL Walton Beach, Florida. Emerald 
Coast ]ambo~. Write: Ch., Box 875, Fl. 
Walton Beach, FL 32549 

2· 4 - Ostendc, Belgium. Intergroup I Conv. 
Write; Ch., Box 3, 8.8000 Bruges I- Bel­
@Um 

2-4 - Coroa Beaoh. f'londa. f londa Micl 
Winter Conf. Write: Ch., Box 1404, Mel. 
bourne, FL 32902-1404 

2-4 - Kansas City, Kansas. Sunflower 
Roundup. Wnte: Ch., Box 1281, Mission, 
KS 66222 

2-4 - Fredenctort, New Brunswick, Canada. 
Mid Winter Round-Up. Write: Ch,, R.R. 
#1, Mouth of Keswick, NB EOH lNO 

2-4 - Christchurch, New Zealand. 27th Na­
tional Conv. Write: Sec., Box .2062, Christ­
church, New ,Zealand 

2-4 - Salem, Oregon. Seventh Soberfest. 
Write: Ch., Box 5167, Salem, OR 97304 

2-4 - Berchtesgaden, West Germany. Spiritu­
ality Weekend. Write: Ch., 5th Gen. Hos., 
Box 297, APO New York 09154-3345 

2-4 - Cebu City, The Philippines. Eighth 
National Conv. Write: Ch., Box 280, C..ebu 
City 6000, Philippines 

2.4 - Diamondville, Wyoming. Area Business 
Meeting. Write: Ch., Box 232, Diamond­
\liHe, WY 83116 

9-11 - North Little Rock, Arlwnsas. Winter 
Holiday Conv. Write: Ch. , Box 165402 , 
Little Rock, AR 72216 

9-11 - Universal City, California. 15th An· 
nual San Fernando Valley Conv. Write: 
Ch., Box44416, Panorama City, CA 91402-
0416 

9-11 - Camro.o;e,Alberta, Canada. 10th An· 
nual Va lentine's Roundup. Write: Ch., 
4610-Glst Street, Camrose, AB T4V 2H7 

16-18 - Moutgomety, Alabama. Nin th 
"Heart of Dixie" Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 
6043, Montgomery, AL 36106 

16-18 _ Sacramento, California. 13th An­
nual Spring Fling. Write: Ch., Box !9548, 
Sacramento, CA 95819. 0548 

16-18 - Greeley, Colorado. 39th Stampede. 
Write: Ch., 2644 11th Avenue, # D, 
Greeley, CO 80631 

16-18 - Paducah, Kentucky. Sta te Conf. 
Wnte: Ch., Box 8236, Paducah, KY 42002-
82-iG 

16-18 - Svracuse, New York Salt Citv Mid­
Winter' Roundup. Wr·itc: · Ch., Bo~ 871, 
Syracuse, NY 13205 

16-:fB - Kiu,~ lslcUld, Ohio. S.W. Ohio 

Seventh Mini-Conf. Write: Ch., 710 Miami 
St., Waynesville, OH 45068 

i6-18--Afton,Oklahoma. Four State Round. 
up. Write: Ch., Box 2146, Joplin , MO 
68403 

16-18 - El Paso, 1'exas. 28th Annual Jam­
boree. Write: Sec., Box 3115, £1 .Paso, TX 
79923 

16·1.8 - Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada. 18th Annual North Shore Round. 
up. Write: Ch., Box 91086, West Van­
couver, BC V7V 3N3 

16-18 _Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
23rd Annual Roundup. Write: Ch., 1122 
Byn~ Avenue, Saskatoon, SK S7L 5J5 

16-18 - San .Jose, California. Flfih Anmver­
sary ( hosted by gays &> lesbians). Write: 
Ch., Box 6.978, San jose, CA 95150 

17-18 - Santurce, Puerto Rrco. 1990 Conv 
Write: Ch., Box Su5,Santur<.-e, PR09908 · 

23-25- Virgini£t. Beach, Vir~nia. Oceanfront 
Conf. Write: Ch., Box 9332, Virgmia 
Beach, VA 23450 

28.March 4 - St. Bunorrs Is/curd, Georgia. 
28th St. S1mons Island Weekend. Write: 
Ch., Box 892 , Statesboro, GA 30458 

March 

2-4 - Corpus Chf'isti, Te-ras. 36th Coastal 
BendJamboree. Wri.te: Ch., Box 3204, Cor­
pus Christi, TX 78404 

2-4 - St. Albert,Aiberta, Canada. 13th Roun­
dup. Write: Ch., c/o 505A-15503-87th 
Ave., Edmonton, AB T5R 41<4 

2-4 - Bakersfield, California. PRAASA 1990. 
Write: Ch., Box 481193, Los Angeles, CA 
90048 

2-4 _ Swqn River, Manitoba , Canada 
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 1484, Swar~ 
River, MB ROL 1ZO 

2-4 - Minneapolis, Minnesota .. W. Central 

Planning a Future Event? 

Closed Meeting Topics 
From the Grapevine 

For more detailed sugg~stions, see 
the pages noted. 
February (page 16): Tmsted ser­
vants; A.A.- the road ahead; begin~ 
ner's topics 
Ma,.ch (page 15): Tradition Three; 
.pennies for sobriety; working the 
Steps; is A.A. changing? 

Reg . Service Conf. Write: Ch., Box 103, 
Wayzata, MN 55391 

2-4 Houston, Teras. Spring Roundup. w rite; 
Ch. , Box 7727, The Woodlands, TX 77387 

2-5 - Anaheim, California. Orange City 
Conv. Write: Ch., Box 3926, Huntington 
Beach, CA 92605 

9-11 - San .Jose, California. 43rd Annual 
Spring Conf. Write: Tr., 1046 Irving St., 
San Francisco, CA 94122·2290 

.9-11 - Osaka, japan. 15th Anniv. Conf. 
Write: Ka nsai Central Office , Daigen Man· 
sion Rrn. 302, G-18-1 Fukushim~, Fuku­
shima-ku Osaka 553, Japan 

9-11 - Vrctoria, British Columbia, Canada. 
Victoria Rally. Write: Ch., 2020 Douglas 
St., Victoria, BC 

,9·11 _. Ardmore, Oklahonur. Lake Murray 
Men's Conf. Write: Ch., 5327 N. Centni'l 
Expwy., Ste. 200- K, Dallas, TX 75205 

9·11 - Clarion, Pennsylvania. Big Book 
Seminar. Write: Ch. , Box 77, Coopertown, 
PA 16317 

9-11 - Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Sioux 
Empire Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 182, 
Sioux Falls, SO 57101 

Please send your informaflon on April, May or June events, two days or more, in tune to reach 
G.S.O. by February 10, the calendar deadline for the April/May issue of Bar. 4-.5-9. 

For your converuence and ours - please type or print the mformalion to be listed on the 
Bulletin Board page, and mail to us: 

Dateofevent: from --------- to ________ __ , 19·------

Name of evmt: - - - - - ----------------------­
!'lace ( cii:J'• state 

or prov.), ~· - - --------------------------

For irifonnation, write: 
(e.ract mailing address) -------------------------

Contact phone # ifor office use only): ----------

Flip up this end of page ~ more events li.sted on reverse side 



March (cont.) 

16-18 - Cherry Hill, New Jersey. 26th Annual 
Southern ffi General Service Conv. Wrire: 
Ch., Box 542, Marlton, M 08053 

16-18 - Calgary, Alberta, Canadc1. Conf. 
Write; Cb., Box 32009, Calgary, AB T.!T 
5X6 

16·18 - Slidell, Louisiana. Spring Roundup. 
Write: Ch., Box 4040, Slidell, LA 70459 

16· 18 - Lake Kwmesha, New York. 17th 
Roundup. Write: Ch., 6 !lird Place, Spring 
Valley, NY 10977 

16-18 - Newport, Oregon. seventh Women's 
Conf Write: Ch., Box 154, Newport, OR 
97365 

22-26 -Miami Beach, Floridcl. Se\>enth An­
nual Roundup (hosted by gays ~ les­
bians). Write:Ch.,Box030237,Ft. Lauder. 
dale, FL 33303-0237 

23-25 -Montgomery, Alabama. AI.INW Fl. 
Area Assembly. Write: Ch., Box 362, Gam· 
den, AL 36726-0362 

23.25 - Denver, Colorado. Spring Area As­
sembly. Write: Ch., 727 Marion Street, 
Denver, CO 80218 

23-25 - })·ench Lick, Indiana. 37th Annual 
State Conv. Write: Ch., Box 17544·, In· 
dianapolis, IN 46217 

30-April 1 - St. Charles, Illinois. 1990 NlA 
Spring Conf. Write: Ch., Box 1218, Elgin, 
lL 60120-1218 

30-April 1 - Seekonk, Ma.ssaclutSetts. 14th 
Rhode Island Conv. Write: Ch., Box 9342, 
Providence, RI 02940 

30-Apri/1 _ Fort St.john, BritL~h Columbia, 
Canada. 20th Annual Roundup. Write : 
Ch., Box 25, Taylor, BC VOC 2KO 

30-April 1 - Jacksonville, 1/linois. S. Area 
Spring Conf. Wtite: Ch., Box 466,Jack.oson­
ville, IL 6.2651 

30-April1 - Long.>ie>v, Te.ms. 21st E. Texas 
Roundup .. Write: Ch., Box2082, Longview, 
TX 75()()6 

30-Apri/ 1 - Arnes, Iowa. A1m for Ames 
Roundup. Wnte: Ch., Box 2491, Ame5, lA 
50010 

Apr·il 

6-8 -Lethbri~,Aiberta, Canada. Southern 
Alberta Roundup. Write: Cb., Box Zl2, 
Lethbridge, AB TlJ 3Y5 

6-8 _ Tarrytown, New York. 27th SENY 
Conv. Write: Ch., Box 1688, Madison 
square Station, New York, NY 10159 

6-8 - Clarksburg, West Vi~rtia. jack.oson's 
Mill Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 825, 
Clarksburg, WV 26302-0825 

6-8 - Fort Wayne, l11diana. NE Ind. Conv. 
Write: Ch., 4026 Willshire Ct., Fort Wayne, 
IN 46815 

12-14 - Belem, Para, Brasil. 11th National 
Conv. Write: CENSAA/PA, Av. Pte. Var· 
gas, 560/s/9, 10 e 11, Caixa Postal1272, 
CEP 66.020, Belem, Para, Brasil 

13-15 - Johannesburg, South Afriro. Better 
Than Gold. Write- Ch., Box 62147, Mar­
shalltown 2107, ~public ofSouth Africa 

13-15 - Cape May, New jersey. Area IG 
Roundup. Write: Ch., 311 S. Juniper St., 
Room 309, Phlli~delphia, PA 19107 

14-15 - Sydlll!)', Australia. 45th Anniversary, 
Write: Sec., P.O. Box 56, Croydon, NSW 
2132 A11stralia 

Z0-22 - Ba11jf, A/bet·ta, Conada. 17th An­
nual Banff Round-Up. Write: Cb., Box 
6744, Station "0\ Cal~ry, AB T.!P 2£6 

2fJ-22 - Wichita, Kansas. 15th Annual 
Spring Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 1814, 
Wichita, KS 67201 

2fJ-22 - Lloydminister, Alberta, Canada. 
Write: Ch., Box 1026, Lloydminister, SKI 
AB S9V 1E9 

27-29 - Santa Rosa, California. Hll.>l Conf. 
Write: Ch., 1450 Sierra Ave., Cotati, CA 
9492.8 

27.29 - Killarnl!)', Ireland. 33rd All Ireland 
Conv. Write: Ch., c/o Cork-KertyTourism, 
Killarney, County Kerty, Ireland 

27-29 - Scottsbluff, Nebraska. 35th Panhan­
dle Jamboree. Write: Ch., 2606 Ave. 0., 
Scottsbluff, NE 69361 


