


























nonconfrontive way. Explain A.A.’s singleness of pur-
pose and mention that while anyone is welcome to
attend open A.A. meetings, only persons with a drinking
problem are encouraged to attend closed meetings or
to become A.A. members. Additionally, furnish a list
of other Twelve-Step programs, such as Narcotics
Anonymous and Cocaine Anonymous, that are available
in the area to help patients with problems other than
alcohol. Offer to help the facility by expressing willing-
ness to direct—even escort—such patients to meetings
that may be more appropriate to their needs,

Last, but not least, discuss the problem at your area
T.F. comunittee meeting and get input on how others
have dealt with the situation. Experience and shared
knowledge are the best teachers.

Correctional
Facilities

Illinois Program Plugs In
Ex-inmates to A.A.—and
State Areas to One Another

The five-year-old Illinois Prison Contact Service is a
computerized network that provides temporary A.A.
contacts for just-released inmates—no matter where in
the state they live. Says Southern Illinois delegate Her-
man G., past-chairman of his area’s Correctional Facili-
ties committee: “This successful program is an all-state
effort. It shows what can be done when all of our com-
mittees work as one.”

Some years ago, he relates, “we became aware that
many inmates in one prison lived in other parts of the
state. If'a person released here in Southern Illinois were
going home to the Chicago area, say, we found that
arranging contact sponsorship was a hit-or-miss affair,
particularly since inter-area communication left a lot
to be desired.”

A quantum leap occurred around 1983, when six C.F.
chairpersons and members representing the three Il-
linois areas__Northern, Southern, and Chicago—met
informally during an all-state conference to see what
could be done. “For starters,” says Herman, “we had a
Iot going for us. Our individual C.F. committees were
very active and, importantly, we had local A.A groups
in most of the prisons throughout Illinots. That resulted
in the built-in trust of A.A.s on both sides of the walls.”

Coordinating their efforts closely, the three commit-
tees set out to compile and computerize a master lList
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of volunteers state-wide, by area, district and locality,
to be housed in the Chicago Central Service Oftice. This
enormous task would be handled by three area prison
coordinators.

“For our service to be viable,” Herman explains, “we
needed A.A.s willing to meet the inmates upon release
and take them to a meeting. Accordingly, we began to
ask for volunteers at all area assemblies, workshops,
district meetings and state conferences. The response
was overwhelming.”

In each area, he explains, nobody but the coordinator
has access to the volunteer list—not even the chairper-
son—for two reasons: to observe to the letter our
spiritual principle of anonymity, and to protect the
volunteers from being the targets of released felons who
might drink again.

When a resident of Moline, in the North Illinois C.F.
area, is approaching release from a Chicago area facility
and requests temporary sponsorship, his or her A.A.
group contacts the Chicago coordinator, who then asks
his counterpart in the North to assign a Moline volun-
teer. If facility rules permit, some volunteers make
direct contact with the inmates before their release.
However, “many of the volunteers are reluctant to go
this route,” Herman says, “due to the difficulty of com-
municating and still preserving their anonymity. They
prefer to have the area coordinator establish initial
contact with the inmate’s case worker.” Here he reiter-
ates that “neither method could work were it not for
the basic trust of members within the A.A. prison
groups. Most of all, we owe the success of our contact
service to our good relationship with prison officials.
We observe their regulations carefully; and they, in turn,
are generally supportive of our efforts to carry the A.A.
message inside.”

A number of ex-inmates have reported that contact
sponsorship helped to keep them sober and out of the
revolving prison door, Some time ago, Herman notes,
“a dapper young man, with his wife and baby at his
side, approached me at an East Central Regional Forum.
‘You probably won’t remember me,’ he said with a big
grin, ‘but I'll never forget it was you who told me about
the contact service back in 1985 at a Jacksonville Prison
meeting. I used it, got to a meeting before I even knew
1 was outside—and I'm sober to this day. That was one
of the best things that ever happened to me.’ ”

In assessing the Illinois contact service, Herman notes
that “it has unified our state-wide areas in more ways
than one. Morale is high, communication has never
been better. It’s true of A.A. service, as well as our
personal recoveries, that the more we give of ourselves,
the more we get back, individually and collectively.”

The Illinois Correctional Facilities committees wel-
come input from other C.F. areas and are pleased to
share their own experience in turn, For further informa-
tion, please write to the General Service Office.
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Calendar of Events

Events listed here are presented solely
as a service to readers, not as an en-
dorsement by the General Service Office.
For any additional information, please
use the addresses provided.

February

1-4 — Ft. Walton Beach, Florida. Emerald
Coast Jamboree, Write: Ch., Box 875, Ft.
Walton Beach, FL 32549

2-4 — Ostende, Belgium. Intergroup I Conv.
Write: Ch., Box 3, B.8000 Bruges I — Bel-
gum

2-4 __ Cocoa Beach, Florwda, Florida Mid.
Winter Conf, Write: Ch., Box 1404, Mel.
bourne, FL 32902-1404

2-4 — Kansas City, Kansas. Sunflower
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 1281, Mission,
KS 66222

2-4 — Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada.
Mid Winter Round-Up. Write: Ch, R.R.
#1, Mouth of Keswick, NB EDH 1NO

2-4 — Christchurch, New Zealand. 27th Na-
tional Conv. Write: Sec., Box 2062, Christ-
church, New Zealand

2-4 — Salem, Oregon. Seventh Soberfest.
Write: Ch., Box 5167, Salem, OR 97304

2-4 — Berchtesgaden, West Germany. Spiritu-
ality Weekend. Write: Ch., 5th Gen. Hos.,
Box 297, APO New York 09154-3345

2-4 — Cebu City, The Philippines. Eighth
National Conv. Write: Ch., Box 280, Cebu
City 6000, Philippines

24— Diamondville, Wyoming, Area Business
Meeting. Write: Ch., Box 232, Diamond-
ville, WY 83116

9-11 — North Little Rock, Arkansas. Winter
Holiday Conv. Write: Ch., Box 165402,
Little Rock, AR 72216

9-11 — Universal City, California. 15th An-
nual San Fernando Valley Conv. Write:
Ch., Box 44416, Panorama City, CA 91402-
0416

9-11 — Camrose, Alberta, Canada. 10th An-
nual Valentine’s Roundup. Write: Ch.,
4610-61st Street, Camrose, AB T4V 2H7

16-18 — Montgomery, Alabama. Ninth
“Heart of Dixie” Roundup. Write: Ch., Box
6043, Montgomery, AL 36106

16-18 __ Sacramento, California. 13th An-
nual Spring Fling. Write: Ch., Box 19548,
Sacramento, CA 95819.0548

16-18 — Greeley, Colorado. 39th Stampede.
Write: Ch., 2644 11th Avenue, #D,
Greeley, CO 80631

16-18 — Paducah, Kentucky. State Conf.
Write: Ch., Box 8236, Paducah, KY 42002-
8236

16-18 — Syracuse, New York Salt City Mid-
Winter Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 871,
Syracuse, NY 13205

16-18 — Kings Island, Ohio. 5.W. Ohio

Seventh Mini-Conf, Write: Ch., 710 Miami
St., Waynesville, OH 45068

16-18 _— Afton, Oklahoma. Four State Round.
up. Write; Ch., Box 2146, Joplin, MO
68403

16-18 — EI Paso, Teras. 28th Annual Jam-
boree. Write: Sec., Box 3115, El Paso, TX
79923

16-18 — Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada. 18th Annual North Shore REound.
up. Write: Ch., Box 91086, West Van-
couver, BC V7V 3N3

16-18 __ Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada.
23rd Annual Roundup, Write; Ch., 1122
Byna Avenue, Saskatoon, SK S7L 5J5

16-18 — San Jose, California. Fifth Anniver-
sary (hosted by gays & lesbians). Write:
Ch,, Box 6978, San Jose, CA 95150

17-18 — Santurce, Puerto Rico, 1990 Conv,
Write: Ch., Box 9845, Santurce, PR (09308

23-25 — Virginia Beach, Virginia. Oceanfront
Conf. Write: Ch,, Box D332, Virgmia
Beach, VA 23450

28 March 4 — 8t. Stmons Island, Georgla.
28th St. Sstmons Island Weekend, Write:
Ch., Box 892, Statesboro, GA 30458

March

2-4 — Corpus Christi, Teras. 36th Coastal
Bend Jamboree, Write: Ch., Box 3204, Cor-
pus Christi, TX 78404

2-4 —- 8. Albert, Alberta, Canada. 13th Roun-
dup. Write: Ch., c/fo 505A-15503-B7th
Ave., Edmonton, AB T5R 4K4

2-4 — Bakersfield, California. PRAASA 1990.
Write: Ch., Box 481193, Los Angeles, CA
90048

2-4 __ Swan River, Manitoba, Canada,
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 1484, Swan
River, MB ROL 1Z0

2-4 — Minneapolis, Minnesota. W. Central

Closed Meeting Topics
From the Grapevine

For more detailed suggestions, see
the pages noted.

February (page 16): Trusted ser-
vants; A.A.—the road ahead; begin-
ner’s topics

March (page 15): Tradition Three;

pennies for sobriety; working the

Steps; is A.A. changing?

Reg. Service Conf. Write: Ch. Rox 103,
Wayzata, MN 55391 -
2-4 Houston, Teras. Spring Roundup. Write:
Ch., Box 7727, The Woodlands, TX 773587

2-5 — Anaheim, California. Orange City
Conv. Write: Ch., Box 3826, Huntington
Beach, CA 92605

9-11 — San Jose, California. 43rd Annual
Spring Conf. Write: Tr., 1046 Irving St.,
San Francisco, CA 94122-2250

3-11 — Osaka, Japan. 15th Anniv. Conf.
Write: Kansai Central Office, Daigen Man-
sion Rm. 302, 6-18-1 Fukughima, Fuku-
shima-ku Osaka 553, Japan

9-11 — Victoria, British Columbia, Canada,
Victoria Rally. Write: Ch., 2020 Douglas
St., Victoria, BC

811 __ Ardmore, Oklahoma. Lake Murray
Men’s Conf. Write: Ch., 5327 N. Central
Expwy., Ste. 200-K, Dallas, TX 75205

9-11 __ Clarion, Pennsplvania. Big Book
Seminar. Write: Ch., Box 77, Coopertown,
PA 16317

9-11 — Siowr Falls, South Dakota. Sioux
Empire Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 182,
Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Planning a Future Event?

Please send your information on April, May or June events, two days or more, in time to reach
G.5.0. by February 10, the calendar deadline for the April/May issue of Bor 4-5-9.
For your convenience and ours — please type or print the mformation to be listed on the

Bulletin Board page, and mail to us:

Date of event; from _

Nare of event:

o L Fys o W

Place (city, state
or prov.

For information, write:
{exact mailing address)

Contact phone # (for office use only):

Flip up this end of page — more events listed on reverse side




March (cont.)

16-18 -— Cherry Hill, New Jersep. 26th Annual
Southern NJ General Service Conv., Write:
Ch., Box 542, Marlton, NJ 08053

16-18 — Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Conf.
Write: Ch., Box 32009, Calgary, AB T2T
5X6

16-18 — Slidell, Louisiana. Spring Roundup.
Write: Ch., Box 4040, Slidell, LA 70459

16-18 — Lake Kwamesha, New York., 17th
Roundup. Write: Ch., 6 Bird Place, Spring
Valley, NY 10977

16-18 — Newport, Oregon. Seventh Women’s
Conf. Write: Ch., Box 154, Newport, OR
97365

22-26 — Miami Beach, Florida. Seventh An-
nual Roundup (hosted by gays & les-
bians). Write: Ch , Box 030237, Ft. Lauder_
dale, FL 33303-0237

23-25 — Montgomery, Alabama. Al./NW FL
Area Assemnbly. Write: Ch., Box 362, Cam-
den, AL 36726-0362

23.25 ~~ Denver, Colorado. Spring Area As-
semnbly. Write: Ch., 727 Marion Street,
Denver, CO 80218

23-25 — French Lick, Indiana. 37th Annual
State Conv. Write: Ch., Box 17544, In-
dianapolis, IN 46217

30-April 1 — St. Charles, Illinois. 1990 NIA
Spring Conf. Write: Ch., Box 1218, Elgin,
IL 60120-1218

30-April 1 — Seekonk, Massachusetts. 14th
Rhode Island Conv. Write: Ch., Bax 9342,
Providence, RI (02940

30-April 1 __ Fort 8t. John, British Columbia,
Canada. 20th Annual Roundup, Write:
Ch., Box 25, Taylor, BC VOC 2K0

30-April 1 — Jacksonville, Hlinois, 8, Area
Spring Conf. Write: Ch., Box 466, Jackson-
ville, 1L 62651

30-April 1 — Longview, Texas. 21st E. Texas
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 2082, Longview,
TX 75606

30-April 1 — Ames, Iowa. Aim for Ames
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 2491, Ames, 1A
50010

April

6-8 — Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada. Southermn
Alberta Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 212,
Lethbridge, AB T1J 3Y5

6-8 _ Tarrytown, New York. 27th SENY
Conv, Write: Ch., Box 1688, Madison
Square Station, New York, NY 10159

6-8 — Clarksburg, West Virginia. Jackson's
Mill Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 825,
Clarksburg, WV 26302-0825

6-8 — Fort Wayne, Indiana. NE Ind. Conv.
Write: Ch., 4026 Willshire Ct., Fort Wayne,
IN 46815

12-14 — Belem, Para, Brasil. 11th National
Conv. Write: CENSAA/PA, Av. Pte. Var-
gas, 560/5/9, 10 e 11, Caixa Postal 1272,
CEP 66.020, Belem, Para, Brasil

13-15 — Johannesburg, South Africa. Better
Than Gold. Write; Ch., Box 62147, Mar-
shalltown 2107, Republic of South Aftica

13-15 — Cape May, New Jersey. Area IG
Roundup, Write: Ch., 311 8. Juniper St.,
Room 309, Phi]adelphia, PA 19107

14-15 — Spddney, Australia. 45th Anniversary,
Write: Sec., P.O. Box 56, Gruydun, NSW
2132 Australia

20-22 — Banff, Alberta, Canada. 17th An-
nual Banff Round-Up. Write: Ch., Box
6744, Station “D”, Calgary, AB T2P 2E6

20-22 — Wichita, Kansas. 15th Annual
Spring Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 1814,
Wichita, KS 67201

20-22 — Lloydminister, Alberta, Canada.
Write: Ch., Box 1026, Lloydminister, 5K/
AB 59V 1E9

27-28 — Santa Rosa, California. H&=1 Conf,
Write: Ch., 1450 Sierra Ave., Cotati, CA
94928

27.29 — Killarney, Ireland. 33rd All Ireland
Conv, Write: Ch., ¢/o Cork-Kerry Tourism,
Killarney, County Kerry, Ireland

27-28 — Scottsbluff, Nebraska. 35th Panhan-
dle Jamboree. Write: Ch., 2606 Ave. D.,
Scottsbluff, NE 69361




