


























How have changes In treatment facilities affected
your commitlee’s Twelfth-Step work in A.A. meetings?
Depreciating insurance coverage; closure of treatment
facilities and a trend toward outpatient care; increase in
dual, or multidiagnosis disorders—these are the com-
mon changes in treatment facilities across the United
States. (Treatment facilities in Canada are not closing,
however, and the treatment picture there has not
changed appreciably.)

Because of health insurance reforms, many chemical
dependency units have been converted into psychological
wards. Some of these mandate that patients attend meet-
ings—some who may need but don't want the A.A. pro-
gram. Other units have turned to outpatient treatment
only, which requires most A.A. T.F. committee work to
be done at the “after-care” level.

According to one East Central area, “most patients are
only in long enough to detox. We meet them during their
intensive outpatient sessions and try to help them find
sponsors before release.” Because treatment stays are
shorter, some A.A. volunteers feel the need to “act quick-
ly, practically jumping on newcomers” to insure that they
have the contacts they need before they complete their
treatment program.

Interestingly, many regions stress the importance of
remaining aware of their ever-changing audience in
order to most effectively transmit information—keeping
the message simple, sticking to the basics and focusing on
a clear singleness of purpose.

Some areas hope to have more “what Alcoholics
Anonymous is and is not” workshops; they are distribut-
ing more newcomer packets, have increased the number
of beginners, Step and Traditions meetings, and are
increasmg contacts between oldtimers and T.F. newcom-
ers. Yet the Southeast Region reports that overall, T.F.
work in their region “hasn’t changed: still plenty of work
to do and not enough volunteers to do it”; More than 500
guests from treatment facilities, DWI programs and
halfway houses attended one of their recent state A.A.
conventions.

How have treatment facilities changes affected spon-
sorship, temporary contact programs or bridging the
gap efforts ? As patient stays have shortened, the need
for bndging the gap has grown. Some regions are rela-
tively new in this service, while others report their efforts
are increasingly important and beneficial. Some profes-
sionals noted that there will be an increased need to
Twelfth Step active drunks. There was also a sense from
some of them that prison-based treatment programs
will increase, and so will psychiatric/dual diagnosis pro-
grams as the number of inpatient alcohohsm treatment
programs decreases. Professionals were very grateful for
temporary contact programs, which the survey indicates
have been particularly well-recerved in Canada.
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Are there any other changes in T'F. work you would
like to share? It remains difficult to attract enough out-
side members to TF. service work. A.A. members and
groups are increasingly disinterested in visiting dual-diag-
nosis centers, and apathy toward these newcomers con-
tinues. Many A.As feel that treatment centers are provid-
ing patients with unclear or erroneous information about
A.A, When these newcomers attend outside meetings,
they are often resented for “their inability to focus on
A.A’s primary purpose.” Informing these new members
about what A.A. is and is not would be helpful.

The need to inform admimstrators and staff about
A.A. remains of prime importance, and mentioning that
other Twelve-Step programs are available for problems
other than alcehol is believed to be essential.

With the decrease in the number of outpatient facili-
ties, it is increasingly important to prepare A.A.s for more
traditional “wet” Twelfth-Step work.

Register Now for
The 1997 Int up/
Central Office Seminar

What's clear from a perusal of the Final Report of last
year’s Intergroup/Central Office Seminar (Box 4-5-9,
Feb.-Mar. 1997, p. 2), is that it was a resounding success
and a hard act to follow. But as several of the attending
managers and other service workers commented, the
seminars have become more stimulating, informative
and fun with each passing year, and they expect 1997’
will top them all.

The Central Ohio Fellowship Intergroup in Columbus
will host the Twelfth Annual Seminar, which will be held
at that city’s Radisson Hotel North, October 24-26. The
weekend of workshops, panel discussions and fellowship
will bring together intergroup/central office managers
and employees from across the U.S. and Canada; they
will be joined by trustees of the General Service Board
along with A.A. World Services and Grapevine directors
and staff,

The regjstration fee is $20. For further information, or
to register, please write: Central Ohio Intergroup
Seminar, 1561 Leonard Ave., Columbus, OH 43219-2580;
or phone (614) 253-8501.

Also, copies of the 1996 Seminar’s Final Report, host-
ed by the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul,
Minnesota, are still available. Write: Intergroup
Association of Minneapolis Suburban Area, 6300 Walker
Street, #215, St. Louis Park, MN 55102-1032; or call
(612) 922-0880, A $5 contribution is requested to cover
production and mailing costg,
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Items and Ideas on Area Gatherings for A.A.s—Via G.S.0.

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 1997

Calendar of Events

Events listed here are presented solely
as a service to readers, not as an
endorsement by the General Service
Office. For any additional information,
please use the addresses provided.

Auﬂst

1-3—Los Angeles, California. Foothill
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 184, Montrose,
CA 91021

1-3—S8tate College, Pennsylvania, West-
East Pennsylvania State Conv. Write: Ch,,
Box 115, Barmshoro, PA 15714

1-3—Fife, Washington. Freedom in
Sobriety, Write: Ch., 1312 So. 4th 5t.,
Tacoma, WA 98405

1-4—Darwin, Australia. Northern Territo-
ries Roundup 1997, Write: Ch,, Box
40760, Casuarina NT 0811, Australia

8-10—Katherine, Australia. Northern
Territories Roundup 1997, Write: Ch.,
Box 781 Katherine 0851, Australia

8-10—Ucluelet, British Columbia, Canada.
13th Annual West Coast Rally. Write: Ch.,
Box 854, Ueluelet, BC VOR 3A0

8-10—Squamish, British Columbia,
Canada. 24th Annual Squamish Round-
up. Write: Ch., Box 2238, Squamish, BC
VON 3G0

8-10—Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada.
11th Annual Algoma Dist. Campoul.
Write: Ch., Box Sault Ste. Marie, ON
P6A 6N1

8-10—Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. Central
West Ontario Conv. Write: Ch., 48-385
Fairway Rd., So., Box 126, Kitchener, ON
N2C 2N9

8-10—Moorhead, Minnesota. 22nd Annual
Red River Valley Round Up. Write: Ch.,
Box 558, Moorhead, MN 56560

14-17—Mountain View, Arkansas. “Old
Grandad” State Conv, Write: Ch., Box
271, Siloam Springs, AR 72761

14-17—0maha, Nebraska. Cornhusker
Roundup XX. Write: Ch., Box 425,
Bellevue, NE 68005

15-17—Alice Springs, Australia. Centrahan
Roundup. V\fr,'lte: Ch., Box 781 Katherine
NT 0851, Australia

15-17—0shawa, Ontario, Canada. 25th
Annual Lakeshore Conf. Write; Ch., 200
Thornton RD N., Oshawa, ON L1] 6T8

15-17—Prescolt, Arizona. Anizona Area
Assembly. Write: Area Secy., 1730 E. Lehi
#3, Mesa, AZ 85203

15-17—Decatur, Illinios. 24th lllinois State
Conf. & 19th East Central Region Conf.
Write: Ch., Box 3961, Decatur, II, 62526

15-17—Powers, Oregon. Annual Campout,
Write: Ch., 708 Harris St,, Myrtle Point,
OR 97458

22-23—Val D'Or, Quebec, Canada. Special
Eastern Canada Forum. Write; Forum
Coordinator, Box 459, Grand Central
Station, New York, NY 10163

22-24—Mammoth Lakes, California. 21si
High Sierra Campout, Write: Ch., Box
3151, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

22-24—Paso Robles, California. 30th
Annual 22nd Dist. Conv. Write: Ch.,
Box 13308, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

22-24—Kalamazoo, Michigan. 45th State
Conv. Write: Ch., Box 58, Augusta,
MI 49012

22-24-Joplin, Missouri. Summer Hummer.
Write: Ch., Box 2075, Joplin, MO 64803

22-24—Chautauqua, New York. Tri-State
Assembly. Write: Ch., 21 First Avenue,
Franklin, NY 14737-1318

22-24—New York, New York. Big Apple Big
Book Seminar, Wnite: Ch., 527 :irX Ave,,
Ste. 226, New York, NY 10016

22-24—Toledo, Ohip. 15th Ohio Roundup.
Write: Ch., Box 8423, Toledo, OH 43697-942:

22-24—Chattanooga, Tennessee. 10th
Annual Choo-Choo Roundup. Write: Ch.,
Box 2105, Chattanooga, TN 37400

22-24—Green Lake, Wisconsin, 17th
Annual Green Lake Round-Up. Write:
Ch., Box 684, Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

29-31—Stettler, Alberta, Canada, Heart-
land Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 221, Alix,
AB TOC 0BO

29-31—Chapleau, Ontario, Canada. 30th
Anniversary Roundup. Write: Ch., Box
634, Chapleau, ON POM 1K0

28-31—Tampa, Florida. 11th Annual
ngmﬁa Bay Fall Roundup, Write: Ch., Box
2| 5, Tampa, FL 33685-2545

28-31—Pickford, Michigan. Les Cheneaux
Area 21st Anniv. Camp-Out. Write: Ch.,
Box 610, Cedarville, MI 49719

29-31—Pinckney, Michigan. Agape Week-
end. Write: ('."z., 47155(g1novir§a Bcarbom,
MI 48126

29-31—Jackson, Mississippi. 11th Annual
Mississppi Old Timers Koundup. Write:
Ch., Box 20664, Jackson, MS 3 1664

29-31—Dallas, Texas. Lone Star Roundup.
Write: Ch., Box 836221, Richardson, TX
75083-6221

29-31—Seattle, Washington. Emerald City
Roundup (hosted by %ay and lesbian
members). Write: Ch., 1122 East Pike, Ste
1006, Seattle, WA 98122-3927

29-31—Sea-Tac, Was!mlgfm Sponsorship
Conf, Write: Ch., 221 SW 153rd S8t., Ste,
943, Seattle, WA 98166

Closed Meeting Topics
From the Grapevine

For more detailed suggestions, see
the pages noted.

August (pages 38-44): Slips
September (pages 54-55): First

things first

28-31—Sparks, Nevada. 20th Annual Sierra
Nevada Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 6874,
Sparks, NV 89431

SeE tember

4-7—Honolulu, Hawaii. 36th Annual
Hawalii Conv. Write: Ch., Box 23434,
Honolulu, HI 96823-3434
4-7—Hampton, Virginia. 48th State
Conv./53rd Southeastern Conf. Write:
Registrar, Box 1260, Hampton, VA 23661
5-7—Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada.
Medicine Hat Roundup. Write: Ch.,
Box 165, Medicine Hat, AE T1A 7E8
5-7—Cromwell, Connecticut. 39th Annual
Area 11 Conv. Write; Ch,, 670 Mix Ave.,
Apt. 5B, Hamden, CT 06514
5-7—Greensburg, Indiana. SE Inchana Fall
Conf. Write: Ch., Box 502, Greensburg,
IN 47240
§-7—Park Rapids, Minnesota. Seventh
Annual Heartland Round-Up. Write: Ch.,
Red Rt. 1, Box 256, Osage, MN 56570
5-7—S8t. Paul, Minnesota. Wesl Central
Regional Forum. Write: Forum
Coordinator, Box 459, Grand Central
Station, New York, NY 10163
5-7—Topeka, Kansas, Area Conf, Write:
Ch., Box 3909, Topeka, KS 66604
11-14—Birmingham, Alabama. Alabama/
NW Florida Conf. Write: Ch., Box 130807,

Birmingham, AL 35213-0607

Planning a Future Event?
Please send your

mformation on October, November, December events, two days or more, in time to

reach G.5.0. by August 10, the calendar deadline for the October-November issue of Box 4-5-9.
For your convenience and ours — please type or print the information to be listed on the Bulletin

Beard page, and mail to us:

Date of event, from
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Name of event:

Flace (diy, state
or prov.):

For information, write:
{exact mailing address)

Contact phone # (for office use only):

Flip up this end of page - for events on reverse side




12-14—Lenox, Massachusetts. Back to
Basics Weeknd, Write: Ch., 368 Congress
St., Boston, MA 02210

12-14—~@Galiatin, Tennessee, Arca 64
Semunannual CFC Workshop, Write: Ch.,
241 Eastland Ave,, Ripley, TN 38063

12-14—Balibago, es City, Philippmnes.
Second Fall International Roundup.
Write: Ch., 9-29 Marcelius St., Diamond
Subdivision, Balibago, Angeles City,
Philippines 2009

1.3-14—Aré§'.'}5, Camp, California. 11th
Annual Geld Country Roundup, Write:
Box B65, Angels , CA 95222

12-14—Santa Barbara, California. 13th
Annual Conv. Write: Ch., Box 91731,
Santa Barbara, CA 93190

fﬂ-lﬂi—-—W&&bl’ngton, D.C. ILAA 23rd
Annual Meeting. Write: Secy,, 7211
Rollingwood Drive,, Chevy Chase, MD
20815

12-14—Florien, Louisiana. Western
Louisiana Intergroup Conf, Write: Ch.,
440 Byles St., Many, LA 71449

12-14—Beachwood, Ohio. 61st Punderson
Park Conf. Write: Ch., Box 22440,
Beachwood, OH 44122

12-14—S8an Antonio, Texas. San Antonio
Roundup (Bridging the Gap). Write:Ch.,
Box 15993, San Antonio, TX 78212

18-21—Estes Park, Colorado. ICYPAA.
Write: Ch., Box 18207, Denver, CO 80218-
0207

18-21—Norman Park, ia. Woman to
Woman Conf. Write: Ch., 30344, Sea
Island, GA 31561

19-20—Kalispell, Montana. Third Annual
Fall Refresher. Write: Ch., Box 4583,
Whitefish, MT 59937

19-21-—Hamilton, Ontario, Canada., Autum
Leaf Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 91021,
Effort Square Postal Outlet, Hamilton,
ON L8N 4G3

19-21—Anchorage, Alaska. 50 Years in
Anchorage. Write: Ch., 5620 E. 40th
#C-203, Anchorage, AK 99504

19-21—Santa Maria, California. 52nd
District Conv. Write: Ch., Box 401, Santa
Maria, CA 93456

19-21—Grand Junction, Colorado. Color
Daze Conf, Write: Ch., Box 4013, Grand
Junction, CO 81502

19-21—Naples, Florida. West Coast 12 Step
Weel . Write: Ch., 345 Colonial Ave,,
Marco Island, F1, 33937

19-21—Grand Rapids, Minnesota, Back to
Bagics Big Book Seminar, Write: Ch., 8000
S. Hwy 169 #5G, Grand Rapids,
MN 55744

19-21—Tupelo, Mississippi. 20th Annual
Fall Jubilee. Write: Ch., CR 520 #330,

MS 38888

19-21—Stateline, Nevada. 1997 Lake Tahoe
Fall Festival. Write: Ch., Box 19307, South
Lake Tahoe, CA 96151-0307

19-2i—Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Seventh
Annual Bridging the Gap Workshop.
Write: Ch., 1909 Brad St., Waukesha,
WI 53188

20-21—Saskatoon, Saskatechewan, Canada.
CFC Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 25003,
River Heights, Saskatoon, SK 57K 8B7

26-28—Revelstoke, British Columbia,
Canada. 31st Annual Roundup. Write:
Ch., Box 1127, Revelstoke, BC VOE 250

26-28—Batesville, Arkansas, Fourth Annual
Fall In The Foothills Conf. Write: Ch., Box
4144, Batesville, AR 72503

26-28—Muscatine, Towa. Melon City
Roundup VI. Write: Ch., Box 1244,
Muscatine, IA 52761

26-28—Duluth, Minnesota. 52nd Annual
Duluth Roundup. Wnie: Ch., Box 16771,
Duluth, MN 55816-0771

26-28—Reno, Nevada. “We Are Family™
Conf. 1997. Write: Ch., Box 5266, Reno,
NV 89513

26-28—Park City, Utah. Skyline Conf.
Write: Ch., 6678 So. 3235 W., West
Jordan, UT 64084

October

e,

3-d—Lmecoln, Nebraska., BiE Red Roundup.
Write: Ch., 3840 8.70th St., Ste. 127,
Lincoln, NE 68506

3-5—Sydney, Australia, NEWYPAA. Write:
Ch., Box 3091, Sydney, 2026, Australia

3-5—Crescent City, California. 11th Annual
Sobriety by the Sea Rally. Write: Ch., Box
871, Crescent City, CA 95531

3-5—Sacramento, California. NCCAA 50th
Annual Fall Conf. Write: Tr., Box 508,
Racklin, CA 95677

3-5—Twin Falls, Idaho. ldaho Area Fall
Assembly & Conv. Write: Ch., Box 976,
Twin Falls, ID 83303

3-5—Ames, Towa, Area 27 1997 Fall Conf,
Write: Ch., 843 West 19th St. #41, Ames,
IA 50010

3-5—Lafayette, Louisiana, 14th Cajun
Country Conf. Write: Ch., Box 3160,
Lafayette, LA 70502

3-5—Bakersfleld, California. 46th Southern
California Conv. Write: Ch., 1533 Hi-Point
St., Suite 201, Los Anyles, CA 90035

3-6—Amarillo, Texas. Top of Texas
Roundup. Write: Ch., 1703 S. Taylor,
Amarillo, TX 79101

3-6—S8yria, Virigina. Heaven on Earth Day.
Write: Ch., Box 31, Bowie, MD 20719

9-12—Reno, Nevada. Seventh Annual
Native American Indian Conv. Write: Ch.,
Box 835, Wadsworth, NE 89442

10-12—Monaco, France, Monaco Conv.
‘Write: Ch., 53 Rue Caffarelli, 06000 Nice,
France

10-12—Dordrecht (near Rotterdam), The
Netherlands. Big Book Study Seminar.
Write: trar.. /o Harstenhoek 74,
2587-5M Hague, The Neth

10-12—North Bay, Ontario, Canada. 42nd
Anmual Northeast Area Conf. Write: Ch.,
Box 1165, North Bay, ON P1B 8K4

10-12—Chanute, Kansas. Sixth Annual SE
Kansas Conf. Write: Sec., 1319 Main,
Parsons, KS 67357

11-12—Dickinson, North Dakota. Fall
Fellowship Round. Write: Ch., Box 1764,
Dickinson, ND 58602

17-19—Winnj| Manifoba, Canada. 53rd
Keystone Conf. Write: Ch., 505-365
Hargrave 5t., Winnipeg, MB R3B 2K3

17-19—Dayton Beach, Florida. Third
Annual Fall Roundup. Write: Ch., Box
4911, South Dayton, FL 32121

17-19—Columbus, Ohio. 12th Intergroup/
Central Office/A.A.W.S. Seminar_ Write:
Central Ohio Fellowship Intrgrp, 1561
Leonard Ave., Columbus, OH 43219-2580

17-19—Columbus, Ohioe. 11th Annual Area
53 General Service Conv. Write: Ch.,
Box 2131, Columbus, OH 43216

17-19—Austin, Minnesota. Hiawathaland
Get-Together, Write: Ch., Box 5792,
Rochester, MN 55903

17-19—Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 46th
Annual Southern W1 Fall Conf, Write:
Ch., Box 262,0ak Creek, WI 53154-0262

24-26—Lynchburg, Virginia. VA Area
Comm. Fall Assembly. Write: Ch., 3383
Whipple Court, Annandale, VA 22003

24-26—DBellingham, Washington. 10th
Annual Mt. Baker Roundup. Write: Ch.,
Box 28231, Bellingham, WA 98228

31-November 1—Cornwall, Ontario,
Canada. Cornwall 50th Anniv. Conf.
Write: Ch., 409 3rd St. E, Cornwall,
ON K6H 2E6

31-November 2—San Bernardino,
California. Inland Empire 10th Annual
Conv. Write: Ch., 3076 Priscilla St.,
Riverside, CA 92506

31-November 2—Flagstaff, Arizona.
Arizona Area Conv. Write: Ch., Box 566,
Flagstaff, AZ 86002

31-November 2—St. Thomas, Virgin Islands.
Promises in Paradise. Write: Ch., Box

1083, $t, Thomas, Virgin Islands 00804

November

7-9—Jekyll Island, Georgia. Recovery
Weekend IIL Write: Ch., 161 Washington,
Ave., Fitzgerald, GA 31750

14-16—TFitchburg, Massachusetts. 34th
Annual State Conv. Write: Regsr., Box
344, Westminster, MA 01473-0344

22-23—Buffalo, New York, 56th Buffalo Fall
Conv, Write: Ch., Box 522, Amherst, NY
14226-0522

28-30-—Hamilton, Bermuda. Bermuda
Conv, 1997, Write: Ch., Box 178, Warwick
WEK BX, Bermuda

28-30-~0Omaha, Nebraska. Great Plains
Roundup. Write: Ch., Box 34222, Omaha,
NE 68134






